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they must necessarily make mistakes, yet
their poliey has brought Western Austra-
lia from a eondition of insecurity and de-
pression to one of a very high degree of
prosperity. The member for Brown Hill
when speaking early in this debate ad-
vanced the argumeni that although the
conntry had gone ahead the working man
had not participated in the general pros-
perity, but still earlier in the debate the
member for Fremantle brought forward
unmistakable evidence in the figures of
the Savings Bank deposits which showed
that the deposits per head had very
largely inereased. One has also only to
go into the city and see the large num-
ber of places of amusement which are
being supported, and one has only to get
the evidence of business men to obtain
unmistakable proof that the great body
of the people are prospering. T do
not say that we should merely look
towards accumulating wealth but it is
a great satisfaction indeed to feel that
the cormunity are. doing well becaunse I
very much doubt if you can have any very
great social uplifting of the people if yon
have not & fair degree of material pros-
perity upon which to build. It has been
said that the poliey of the Government
deals only with public works and the
building of railways: it goes further. Tn
the past year or two, owing to the finan-
cial difficulties we have not been able to
spend on education as much as we
would like, but this year with bhrighter
conditions, the vote for primary educa-
tion probably will show an increase
of not less than £15,000. In the pro-
posals of the Government with regard to
education, are proposals for eontinuation
classes, which will allow c¢hildren afier
reaching the age of fourteen years to con-
tinne their edueation in the day time if
they wish, up to the age of sixteen years
and classes will he provided in the even-
ing for those who prefer evening instrue-
tion. The Government are taking the
first step towards extending the perind nf
education for the vouth of the commu-
nity, because they believe that a highly
educated community makes an even better
‘investment for Western Australia than a
large policy of public works, necessary
as the latter is. T am sanguine enough
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to believe if we have here a highly edu-
cated elass emerging from school we will
have fewer exhibitions of the erude theo-
ries which often emanate from the oppo-
site side of the House, and we will have a
juster view of the relations of the
individual to the State and society.
We on this side of the House are
not afraid of ednecation; we believe in
eduneation, and we believe the more intelli-
gent a community the greater will be the
support for the party to which we be-
long. Therefore T say the two main
Knes in our policy are the material
development of ihe wealth of the coun-
try and the development of the intel-
ligenee of the commnnity, and giving it
every possible opportunity to benefit by
the great advantages this country offers.
While we may make mistakes in delail,
if we ean earry out that policy, if the
general effect is as T have stated, to help
forward the material prosperity and social
uplifting of the people, then I believe that
if the faets are only adequately put be-
fore the electors, this Government will not
fail to obtain a continuning lease of power,

On motion by Mr. Keenan, debate ad-
journed.

Huouse adjourned at 9.27 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 1Ith Aug‘uq-t, 1910.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-
PARTMENT, RABBIT-PROOF
FENCE E‘\EPLOYEEQ

Mr. COLLIER (for Mr, Price} asked

the Minister for Agrienltare: 1, Has a



cireular been issued by the Agricultural
Department stipulating that employees on
the rabhit-proof fence absenting them-
selves from daty on aceount of sickness
most consider themselves discharged? 2,
If so, will he take steps to ensure that
such conditions shall apply to all Govern-
ment employees?

The MINISTER TFOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Yes. The Chief In-
spector considered that leave was some-
times applied for unuecessarily and to
the preat ineconvenience of the depart-
ment, and issued the eirenlar with a view
to minimising the trouble. The circular
will be withdrawn and other instruetions
issned, 2, No. The men referred to will
be brought into line with others similarly
emploved.

QUESTION — ABATTOIRS,
GOORLTE.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Minister for
Apriculture: 1, Referring to the Minis-
ter's statement in the House vesterday
in answer to a question, that additions
are contemplated to the recently erected
Kalgoorlie abattoirs to meet increased re-
guirements; will the Minister explain
whether, in view of the fact that the
population of TKalgoorlie has not in-
ereased during recent wears, the lack of
sufficient aecommodation is or is not due
to the want of proper knowledge of abat-
toirs on the part of his official adviser?
2, Will he please explain what alterations
or additions are eonfemplated?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Tt is not so eonsidered.
When the works were planned there were
six firms with slanchterhonses, Fifteen
firms are now slanchtering at our worke.
2. No material alteration is contemniated.
The additions are as follow:—Camnle-
tion of meat-hanging hall: one new skin-
drvine shed: fenecing block in: salevards
aceommodation,

KAL-

QUESTION—LAMBS FOR EXPORT.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1. When does he expect the
200,000 lamhs whieh he stated, in answer
to a question in the House yesterday,
wonld be available for export will be so
available? 2, What proportion of these
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would, in his opinion, be shipped irom
Fremantle? 3, Does the average prive
of 4 5/6d. )er pound stated by him as
the averaze price for the past three years
realised in London iefer to Australian or
New Zealand lambs? 4, If the latter,
will e please state the average for Aus-
tralian lambs for each of the past three
vears separately? 5, Does his statement
“that duplicating freezing facilities at
Fremantle will lead to the importation of
rams for hreeding sheep for export” mean
that sueh rams are not now available in
this State? 6, If so, are the problemati-
cal 200,000 surplus lambs of a breed not
suitable for export? 7, Does his state-
ment referring te the retention of live
lambs for further breeding mean that he
proposes to prohibit their export? 8§, Is
it true that there exist at Fremantle
freezing works capable of accommodat-
ing all the lambs required to be frozen
for export for many years? 9, Have the
management of the said works offered to
contraet to freeze and ship lambs at
prices similar to those charged at Gov-
ernment Stores in Vietoria and South
Australia? 10, If these facilities already
exist, what are the reasons whieh induced
the Minister to agree to spend £70,000
on these proposed works when money is
so urgently needed for nnmerouns other
works to promote development?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TCRE replied: 1, In 1812. 2, 70 per
cent. 3, Australian. New Zealand av-
erage 5 3/8d. 4, Answered by No. 3.
5, There are many rams in the State snit-
able for the produetion of lambs for ex-
port. The focks of the State will be
drawn npon by breeders and no doubt
importation will also he resorted to. 6,
The present surplus, not being bred for
export. are not fit for export. and no ex-
port facilities exist. 7. No. 8, T should
say, not. 9, Yes, but the makers of the
offer did not possess requisite facilities to
enable them to earry out the work of kil-
ling and freezing ratisfactorily. 10, An-
swered by No. 9.

QUESTION--AGRICTULTURAL BANK,
ADVANCES ON MACHINERY.
Mr. COLLIER (for Mr. Bath) asked

the Minister for Agriculture:—What
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rates of wages and eonditions of employ-
meni have been pgreed upon by the trus-
tees of the Agricanltural Bank as the
“ruling rate” in the various trades con-
cerned in the manufacture of agricultural
implements in eompliance with Section
28 (d)} of “The Agricultural Bank Aet
Amendment Act, 190977

" The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied :—The trustees have satis-
fied themselves by examination of the
different pay sheets that there is practi-
cally uniformity in the rates psid and
that such rates are the ruling rates.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Serventh Day.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mr. KEENAN (Kalgoorlie): 1 take
it there is no neeessity for offering an
apology for joining in this debate. It is
the duty of all members of Parliament,
no matter on which side of the House
they sit, to carefully serutinise the ad-
ministrative acts of the Government, to
criticise those acts in so far as they con-
sider them deserving of critteism. It
should be borne in mind hy all members,
ag it is T believe by most, that after they
have been elected to Parliament they no
longer represent solely those who re-
turned them, but rather the whole of the
electorate for which they have been re-
turned. It has to be remembered that
they have a duty imposed upon them, not
only by those who supported them and
who. perhaps, are in favour of the Gov-
ernment poliey, but alse those who were
not soceessful in returning a candidate
holding opposite views., Before entering
upon the subjeet matter of my remarks
T desire to eongratulate the member for
Fremantle, who was selected to move the
Address-in-Reply. He is. I understand,
not inexperienced in respeet to Parlia-
ment although he has been returned for
the first time in this State within the
past month. Tt is, I suppose. an exneri-
ence in any man’s life to be returned for
Parliament, especially in a new State,
under new conditions and new obliga-
tions: but I venture to say the experi-
ence the hon. member will most bear in
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mind is that which preeeded his election.
It does not often happen to any gentle-
man standing for 1’arliament that two
Ministers of the Crown gzo down to the
electorate for the express purpose of
damnping him out of political existence and
end up by showering npon him their bles-
sings. We have, so far as I know, only
one inslance recorded in histery, namely
when Balaam alzo came for the purpose
of eursing, and remained to bless. How-
ever I feel sure the hon. member will not
at any future stage of his existence de-
sire to have repeated an experience of
that charaeter, nor will the public of the
State desire to see Minsters of the Crown
repeating o performance of that charae-
ter. I must also offer my congratulations
to the gentleman who has heen selected as
leader of the Opposition. The post he
now fills is one that has bheen handed
down in our constitutional history from
the most ancient times. It is really see-
ond in importance to that occupied by
the head of the Government. e is the
chief c¢ritie in the House of all that the
Government do. In offering my con-
gratulations to that hon. member it is not
neeessary that I should express the hope
that he will realise all that is expected of
the office I have portrayed—the office of
chief critie, the man who exercises the
most careful serntiny and that he should
exercise the functions of that office not
merely de jure but also de facto. It will
be necessary, and I think it is a wise
necessity, to prove that the wateh kept by
bhim is an intellizent one—relevant, alive
and truly and properly aceurate; some-
thing that will tend to rally round him all
the critieal acnmen to be found in the
House; something that by forming a
rallying centre will enable the acts of
the Government to be properly eriticised
—and that he will discharge bis high
and onerous duties without deseending into
personalities that bring with them any
reflection npon the honour of the member
criticised. I do not for one moment
subseribe to the doema that it is possible
or even desirable to eliminate personali-
ties from our debates. Tt is impossible
to eriticise an administrator without criti-
cising him personelly; and if we were
to adopt so false and foolish a rule we
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wight cease to be erities, might cease to
have an Opposition. 1 say moreover no
une imagines that those personalities which
are not meant unfairly, but which are of a
light and humorons character, caleulated
1o relieve the monotony of debate, are in
any sense a departure from the striet
path we lay down to ourselves as con-
stituting the procedure of the House.
It is true there are vegrettable instances
sometimes of such quips being resented
by bon. members to whom they are ad-
dressed; but I have found that those hon,
members who resent imputations of the
character which reflect not on their credit
or honour, but are meant merely to re-
lieve the dread monotony of debate—
hon. members who resent such imputa-
tions are only those so wrapped up in
their own importance. their own self
opinion that anything said, however

innocent, is an insult to them.
I now turn to a  consideration
of tha subject before the House.

It is a debate on a very short, properly
short answer to an address delivered by
Hiz Excellency the Governor on his
opening Parliament. It is, indeed, a
diffieult task io speak on that which is
really nothing more than academic dis-
eussion. on that in regard to which the
generai scheme preseinls no definite goal
to be reached, no defined object to be
urged, or defence to be made, but is
simply a certain number of members say-
ing what they believe to be good for the
country—T was about to say “pouring out
that which they contained”—but at any
rate certain roembers have their say and
at the end there is silence.  There is
nothing to induce one to readily join in
a diseassion of that charaeter, because
there is an cntire ahsenee of that whieh
is real. There is tvo much of a feeling
that the end munst come no matler what
is said or done—and that end is nothing.
However, it seems to be accepted that
it is a duty to speak. and therefore I
recognise it is incumben( on me to speak
on an oceasion of this character, diffi-
cult as it is to do so, a difficulty
which is exemplified by the milk-and-
waler utterances to which we have lis-
tened varied—merely varied—with a
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few cxeeplions by parochial complaints.
Now, to turn to this Speech of His Ex-
celleney the Governor, the first charae-
teristic—in fact the main, if not the only
characteristic it contains—is its ver-
bosity, a verbosity which partakes of
that peculiar character that it conceals
every possible meaning. 1t is words
really, almost without sense; eertainly
it is words without intent. In faet, if
I may boldly say so, this Speech largely
exemplifies that in regard to which the
member for Kanowna is unjustly charged
when, glorying as he does in a command
of words which is wholly and abnormally
exceptional, he sometimes converts us by
his eloguence to what after all never ap-
peals to onr reason, I turn now, and I
trust the House will bear with me, to a
short analysis of the decument which is
subinitted as the Speech of His Exeel-
leney. The first four paragraphs which
have never been touched on by any
speaker deal, I submit, with a subject in
regard to which exaggerated and ob-
vieusly fietitious phrases have done a
lot of barm. 1 yield to no one in my
loyaity 1o our ('onstitutionai Government,
at the head of whieh we find the King; 1
vield 1o no ’ “-ation for the
cliaracter of our late King as a Constitu-
tional Sovereign, and as one who upheld
in the highest degree the best traditions
of Coustitutional Government; buat inas-
mueh as [ desire that that very feeling of
loyalty to the Constitution and to the per-
son or Sovereign placed at its head should
he shared in and participated in by my
fellow citizens, T vegret that on such an
oceasion as the lamented demise of our
late Sovereizu so much haz been written
which s rvepugnant almost to our man-
hood. the first feelings we have of self-
respect, and that this has heen carried o
far that 1 fear great damage has been done
to Constituiional Government throughont
the British Empire. T turn to deal with
the next matter, the visit of the Premier
to London. We are told that the Pre-
mier went to London with a view to in-
quiring into the representation of Wes-
tern Australia in the capital of the Em-
pire. The representation of Western

Australia is only another phrase for the
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Agent Generalship, and naturally 1 way
inguire what is the result of the in-
quiry. Was any inguiry made at all?
1f s0, what was the nature of the find-
ing arrived at as the result of thai in-
quiry ? It is within the memory of mosl
members of the House thal long ago it
was snggested that it was desirable the
staff engaged in the Agent OGeneral's
office should be re-organised. If that
has been done, if ihat is what is meant
by this paragraph why not tell us; why
has not some Minister who has spoken
explained what was meant to be con-
veved by these words—that there was
some scheme of re-organisation, if not
accomplished, at least started? Again,
there was anolther suggestion put for-
ward for a considerable time that the
staff should he periodieally transferred
to Western Australia with (he laudable
object of keeping that staff in constant
touch with developments in this State.
I temewmber that when the suggestion
was made il was received in all parts
of the Houge with a great deal of fa-
vour. Has that been commenced? Cer-
tainly it has not been aecomplished. [
would like to know it there has been
even a start made in the direetion of
carrving out that admirable step. Tao
go ol further with this paragraph, I
find that we are Lold the visit bas proved
of great advantage to the State owing to
the opportunity afforded of disseminat-
ing reliable information. Appareatly, if
there be any doubt in our minds as to
the guestion of the Agent General's
office having been re-organised, it would
not appear thuat the colleagues of the
Premier were satisfied, inasmueh as the
ouly matter we are told they are satis-
fied with in rezard to the Premier’s visit
is the giving of reliable informaiion in
respect to the resonrces of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Walker:
had it before.

Mr. KEENAN! It does imply that ali
other information was non-reliable, that
whoever acled for this State in London,
whatever staff was engaged ander that
person, has been the means of furnish-
ing not that which ecould be relied upon

It implies they never
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hal that which was unreliable. I do not
kanow, in faet I canuot suppuse that this
is really the intent with whieh this para-
graph was drawn up; but it is an illus-
tration of the earcless manner in which
sume phrases ave flung into o document
for the purpose merely of occupying space
without really e¢aring what their true
intport may be. The next.paragraph oe-
cupies four lines of space and the his-
tory it econveys is not of ancient order, and
in so far as it is not historieal, it merely
informs us of that which is within the
knowledge of every Australian school
boy. Then we come to what I regard
as the most astounding paragraph that
has ever appeared in any Governor’s
Speech. What are the facts in regard
to this paragraph dealing with the delay
in the eonstruction of the Trans-Austra-
lian railway as they present tliemselves,
not to those who are behind the scenes
and have some speeial souree of infor-
mation, but to the general publie? It
would appear as if an honourable Mini-
sler of the Crown, in a moment of mental
aberration commitied an aet of grave
indiseretion. Obviously the only decent
thing to be done was to allow the pall
of oblivion to deseend on that act as
quickly and as undemonstratively as pos-
sible. The ¢hoice remains of acting in-
decently, of persisting in an attempt

te justify it in the hope of win-
ning out, not by any merit, but
by mere perseverance., But I sub-

mit that a course of conduet of
thal eharacler, and any statewment which
has to Le made in support of it, should
not tind spaece in the Governor’s Speech.
Theve should be some line of dignity that
shounld never be transgressed in regard to
maiters that appear in the Governor’s
Speech. Tt should never be made an es-
eape door, or whalt may be deseribed as
a sort of get-out from a difiieult or
impossible position.  But sinee the
course 1 sngges! of dropping this matier
has not been adupted, as is seen by its
appearance in the Governor’s Speech,
let me vreeall what happened. The
Minister for Works, possibly earried

away by some sentiment which for the
time being was more potent than eom-
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mon sense—]I have no intention of refer-
ring to anvthing such as is generally
deseribed in the police court as ‘‘under
the influeuce’’—a sentiment of over-
weening ambition and possibly self-ad-
vertising withoul considering the enor-
mous price at whicl the self-advertising
is purchased, at a certain public fune-
tion made a statement to the effect
that if the Transcontinental line were
nol construeted in the iminediate future
by the Commonwealth it would be un-
dertaken by the two States eoncerned, or
at any rate his Government would fav-
ourably consider it. [ venture to say
that when this statement first appeared
in print it cansed as much consternation
te the followers of the party to which the
Minister belomged as it did amusement
to his oppunents. What is the first and
must obvious result of a statement of
that character? Can it be doubted that
it lhas furnished a weapon to the op-
ponents of the construction of a line
from Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta, a
weapon of a most foreible character?
For what has been our argument in the
past in support of the construetion of
this line? It has been divided, I sub-
mil, roughly into two heads. In the first
place, we contended properly and rightly,
that the counstrnetion of this line was a
greal national work that should be un-
dertaken by the Commonwealth and not
be horne by any State, the benefits to be
derived Ffrom which were benefits
that eannot for a moment be im-
agined to be econfined to any State,
bheyond which there was the great
common scheme of defence which is
solely within the province of the Com-
monwealth. Secondly, we have urged,
and properly urped, that if the State
were to atlempt to eonstruet a work of
this character the expense would be more
than owr resonrces could be reasonably
called npon {0 bear. Can it be for one
w.ament doubted ihat both these argu-
ments are weakened, if they ave not ab-
solutely dashed to the ground, by making
an announcemeni of the character the
Minister made? 1 have pointed out what
is the first effect of that amnouncement.
Let mme now point out a second effect.
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The second effeet is this: it would un-
douhtedly sirangle the development of
our Jocal resonrces. There are limits to
ear borrowing powers obviously from
two points of view. In the first place,
lenders will not give unlimited sums to
those who wish to borrow, and in the
second place, the taxpayer cannot carry
an unlimited load, Therefore. with this
limitation placed on our borrowing cap-
aecity if we were o pledge ihe
credit of the State for the huge sum
that would be necessary to earry out this
work, we would strangle the develop-
ment of prrvely loeal industries that other
wige it would be in our power tu develop.

Mr. Gordon: The James Government
guaranteed interest on the outlay.

Mr. KEENAN : Becausc that Govern-
ment committed a senseless act is that a
reason why the present Government
should do similarly ? Surely it is not
suggested that we should adopt the un-
wise acts of those who have gone before.
From no point of view can this proposal
be commended, and from every point
of view, if one is reasonable, it must
be deplored. The incident having caused
the usual threes days’ sensation would
have died a nsatural death had it not
been that it was referred to agein in the
Governor's Speerh. But for that, mem-
bers on this side of the House would not
have dreamt of, or given one moment's
thought to, the project, although they
knew the Minister for Works, at one time
or other, had voiced the idea. For
what purpnse does the paragraph appear
in the Speech * I submit that the only
purpose one ean credit it with is to fill
in a certain amount of space, to occupy
five lines of print. I ask in all serious-
ness, whether something less harmful,
less caleulated to do injury, could not
have been found for the purpose.

Mr. Collier : How sbout a couple of
lines of poetry t

Mr. KRKEENAN : There might have heen
some discussion on the weather, that
last resort of people who find themselves
ineapable of conversation, or there might
have been something from the diary of
the Premier in London. Surely the
whole of that diary cannot have been
sent on to the West Australiun; there
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must have been some left out. We might
have had that, for it would have filled
& good deal more than five lines. But
to return to the serious consideration
of the matter, I challenge the sincerity
of the Government in putting that para-
graph into the mouth of His Excellency
the Governor, and I challenge them to
bring down a resolution to give effect
to that paragraph. T cannot help but
know that even on this side there would
be & majority against a proposal of that
kind, and I have no reason to believe
that Ministers are tired of their places
on the Treasury bench ; there has been
no indication of that. Further, I chal-
lenge the Government as to their sincerity
in this paragraph from the point of view
of any possibility of agreement hetween
this State and South Australis in the
construction of the line, and yet this
miserable mistake, riddled with ridicule,
covered with contempt, is thought suffi-
cient to fill a place in the Governor's
Speech. In the next paragraph we
find as much credit as possible taken for
the successful development of the agri-
cultural industry. Let Tne say that I
do not object for one moment to the
Government taking eredit in this direc-
tion. Speaking personally, 1 doubt
whether, had it not been for the enthu-
iasm, sometimes excessive, sometimes
overweening, sometimes misdirected, of
the Miniaster for Lands, the Government
would have awakened to the possibilities
of the industry, and have entered upon
the path of exploiting and developing
it.

Mr. George : Is that not an excuse for
swelled head ?

Mr. KEENAN : I do not know why I
should follow the line of thought of the
member for Murray. If I were prepared
to join him I shouid prefer to do so in
that innocent and inexpensive amuse-
ment of trying to find out the reason
why he is so abnormally honest. 1
have said, and I say it without hesitation,
that personally T give the fullest possible
credit for agricultural development to
the Minister for Lands, above all ; but
when that development was once entered
into, when it was once placed before the
couniry and adopted, can it be said there
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was any lack of enthusiasm in any part
of the House in support of it? Leastof
all can it be said there was any lack of
support for any scheme intended to in-
crease or to develop the agricultural
industry, from members representing
goldfields constituencies. I wish to make
myself absolately clear in this statement.
I wish to leave it open to a challenge,
if it be possible, as to whether at any
time, any member representing a gold-
fields constituency made any remon-
strance against o proposal put before
the House—=if the merits had been placed
before members and warranted the
adoption of the scheme—for the purpose
of exploiting our agricultural industry.
No doubt a few would encourage the
oruel belief that there is a spirit of opposi-
tion on the goldfields to the development
of the agricultural industry, with what
object, unless it be the miserable one of
obtaining, in the strife and conflict be-
tween sections of the people, the support
they otherwise would be unworthy of.

Mr. Collier : That was attempted by
the Attorney General last night.

Mr. KEENAN: I would go further,
and say that even in the case of the rail-
ways which, in the opinion of some
members, did not have much to commend
them, which we had to take entirely on
trust, and which on further examination
might appear to have been conceived
more in the interests of a few influential
people than of the State, yet knowing
that our capecity to judge on agricul-
turel roatters was limited, that opinions
we might express on such e sabject must
be formed rapidly, and that too on insuff-
cient information, there never was on our
part more than that a just request for
further particulars, which every member
is at all times entitled to ask for. It is
& habit of all Governments to take credit
for everything that has turned out for-
tunately ; ell Governments fall into that
path, and most Governments require to
do so. I may be pardoned for suggest-
ing that it is going & little too far when
the dispensation of Providence is, in
some measure, brought in as a buttress
to the merits of the Government. I pass
over the horticultural paragraph and
dea] with that concerning the first public
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work, namely, the erection of grain sheds
at North Fremantle which are “to be
equipped with the most modern and
effective appliances for the rapid despatch
of vessels.” I was under the impression,
but it appears to have been a false one,
that the project originated with the Har-
bour Trust Commissioners for the port of
Fremantle, and that they applied for and
obtained the necessary authority to
raise money to carry the work into execu-.
tion. However, that is merely a question
of properly dividing the credit of work,
if it deserves credit. It seems to me,
and I speak with hesitation, that we are
running too fast in connection with the
export trade of agricultural products.
I cannot say whether the construction
of these sheds, and the provision of
appliances will be a foolish step or not,
but I am aware that there is an alter-
native in the form of export in bulk, and
why this large expenditure should have
been authorised before the determination
was arrived at as to whether export of
grain in bags or in bulk is the better, is
hard to understand. To me the action
appears to be premature. There is a
delightful addendum to the paragraph.
After reciting that these large sheds are
to be erected, the following words are
added, “ and at  the other ports com-
mensurate facilities will also be required.”
I have no doubt they will be required.
Certainly they will be required at Albany,
which is a port from which grain is
despatched : the same applies to Gerald-
ton. No doubt they will be required,
but there is not the smallest suggestion
that they will be supplied. I shall not
go further than again comment on the
loose and vague phraseology used without
there being any idea as to what is in.
tended. The mnext public work men-
tioned is the erection of freezing and can-
ning works at Wyndham. FHere, too,
we have the same vague, impossible
phraseclogy, for we are told that the
Ministers are considering the necessity
of making provision for them at Wyud-
ham and elsewhere. T bear in mind that
in certain documents in the old conntry,
old formal documents, there is a sort of
preamnble, relating that certain deeds or
laws applied within the Four Seas, and
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whenever it is intended to extend the
provision beyond, the word ** elsewhere’
is used. That might mean just across
the Channel or away at the South Pole.
And so, too, here; it may be that the
Ministry contemplate the erection of
freezers, at Derby, Broome, Port Hed-
land, Ceraldton, or perhaps, even at
Esperance ; but it is not for one moment
to be understood from the language
used that they are in fact going to erect
them at any other than the one place
named. In regard to this question of
the erection of freezers at Wyndham. T
hold the opinion that if there is any
project, any industrial business, suited
for private enterprise it is the erection
of these freezers. What is the position
there 7 There are two or three parties
only who unse c¢he port of Wyndham.
If T am wrong, I hope to be corrected.
I know of one very large pastoral com-
pany that uses the port and two smaller
ones. If there are others, they are of
microscopical proportions. Therefore, if
a freezer is established at Wyndham
it will be at the mercy of those few people.
They could combine at any time, say
they would not pey the terms, and tell
the Government that if they did not like
to come to their terms, the machinery
could lie there and rot.
The Minister for Lands:
tax would cover any loss.
Mr. KEENAN: How would that
apply ? The port is not only for the
immediate vicinity but for the pgreat
back country. Does the Minister suggest
he could shove out the stock tax as far
as he liked in order to get in revenue
s0 as to keep the freezer going * The
position would be intclerable. At most
that system would mcan that although
the freezer was a feilure the Govern-
ment could get out with a small loss.
Under all these circumstances I am
strongly in favour of a matter of this
kind being left to private enterprise.
If it is left to private enterprise, the
first thing that will be assured is that
before any works are put up & contract
will be made for the purpose of supplying
cattle for a certain number of years with
& penalty to be imposed on the parties
undertaking to provide that supply

The stock
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if they fail to do so. If instead we
carry out as suggested s State project
we shall be doing something which it
appears to me has every possibility of
failure and scarcely any chance left of
success. I propose to pass over those por-
tions of the Speech which are merely desul-
tory remarks on things in general, and
reach that part which dealswith the report
of the experts on the Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme. It is pleasing to learn
that the expenditure of a reasonable
sum of money, not & sum of any mag-
nitude, will prolong the life of the main
for 8 considerable number of years. I
should like to know what the amount,
the special sum set apsart every year
for repairs, amounts to. It has been
within the knowledge of all members
that it has been the custom of the
department to set aside every year &
certain sum to meet the cost of repairing
the mains, and it wou'd indeed be
interesting information to know what
that smounts to end also to know what
amount it is intended to set apart in
the future. In this direction we have
to remember that the price of water
has been considerably reised, and those
who are the purchasers of it for the
mining industry are adding considerably
to the revenue of the department.
The profit I presume will show a corres-
ponding increase, and the department
should have an opportunity now, as
it_has not had in past years, of setting
apart & fairly large sum every year to
meet the cost of repairing the main, I
also would like to know how many years
of life it is estimated the present work
and the expenditure of the sum proposed,
will ensure to the main. These are
more important matters than the petty
details discussed et such length by
Ministers ;  these are matters which
eoncern the greatest industry still in
the country, an industry which is not
jealous of the rivalry of the agricultural
industry. We would be only too glad to
see the agricultural industry over-top
it, but the fact remains that the mining
industry is still the one great industry
of Western Australia, and its life depends
upon this main. But, let us leave
that out of account. We have the
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lives of 10,000 workers and their wives
and families depending upon this main,
and one might reasonably hope under
the circumstances that Ministers, when
addressing themselves to the House
would have ecommented upon this pare-
graph in the Governor’s Speech and
given some information which would
have been of great interest rather than
indulging in long answers to matters of
petty detail, and in many cages matters
which might have been better left
without replies. I now turn to another
matter also of great importance, and
which receives & short and wholly un-
satisfactory reference in the succeeding
paragraph in the Speech. I refer to
the appointment of a board of experts
to act as an advisory board in the matter
of the construction of agricultural rail-
ways. I have pointed out on more than
one occasion in this House that it was
absolutely & negation of our constitutional
duty to allow Ministers to in any way
obtain relief from the responsibility
which their office casts upon them.
When at first it was suggested that a
board of some character should be
appointed for the purpose of governing
expenditure on public works, this was
the one objection I saw, that it might,
it would, as & matter of course to some
extent, deprive the House of the control
of public works, a control that must
belong to the House which alone has to
say whether the works are to be earried
out or not, and also the manner in which
they are to be carried out. But, in
view of the fact that owr agricultural
railways and other public works were in
many c¢ases the result of somewhat
haphazard promises made at different
functions, and redeemed in honour by
Ministers, it seemed necessary to find
some governing body, some board, which
would be above the vicissitudes of politics,
and for that reason, and only for that
reason, I became & party to and seconded
the efforts of those who advocated the
appointment of a board to control the
expenditure of moneys on public worka.
It, however, was a body entirely different
from the one which has been constituted,
and referred to in & paragraph of the
Governor's Speech. In the first place
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members of & board such as I would
advocate would not be appointed or
removed at the will of Ministers ;
their appointment or removal would
be pursuant to a resolution of the House
or an Act of Parliament ; they would
moreover have the right to call any
evidence they chose, and to make what
investigations they pleased, and finally
present & report, mot to a Minister,
but to Parliament. In every one of
these important and essentisl detsils,
the present proposition is entirely de-
ficient. Here we merely have a body
of men—I admit, men of the highest
cheracter—but they are appointed at
the whim of the Ministry of the day.
They are told to go and do something
and they do it, and if they are not told
to do it they dare not do it. After
having done gomething, they report
to the Minister, and he in his turn
digests the report, and if he does not
like it, it can go into the waste-paper
basket, Of course it may be said
that the report may be produced in
the House, but under the circumstances
I do not attach any wvalue to that.
I find this to apply to men of the
higheat character and strongest re.
solution. If you tell them they are
entirely independent of influence or
control then they devote their whole
mind and energy to their work, but if
you tell them they are Ministerial tools—
I uwse that phrase not in the nature of
abuse, but merely descriptive in some
way of their position—if they are told
that they are Ministerial tools and must
do something, they have no longer that
incentive that a man would have under
different circumstances. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that this present proposal
does nothing more than this ; it affords
an easy blind for the purpose of shirking
responsibility, which otherwise would
properly fall upon the shoulders of
Ministers. 1 reiterate we are entering
upon & most dangerous course when we
allow ourselves to become parties to a
proposal of this character. Where will
it end ? If this can be done with regard
to one portion of the administration, why
cannot it be done with regard to
others ¢ Why not have boards appointed

. We should certainly
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in every department, and for ever abolish
the control of Parliament; because if
once a Ministry is ellowed to create
these boards they can give & complete
answer to the House ; they can always
say, a5 will be said until this board has
passed out of existence, that the board
has reported on it and that the hoard
having said this, the Government ere
not responsible. 1 now turn to the
proposal mentioned in the Speech of
correcting anornalies in electoral districts.
This proposal will involve a great con-
stitutional change, and I venture to say
that it could not have been conveyed
in more bald language than has been
done. Every one agrees that snomalies
should be rectified, whether they be
electoral or any other, but, to merely
put in & paragraph of that kind is to
put in something which s indicative
of nothing whatever. It merely amounts
to this, that that ought to he done
which ought to be done. We should
have had at least some outline of the
scheme of the proposed redistribution,
or the form it is intended it should take.
have been told
whether it is intended to proceed on any
well known principle, as for instance
the principle of having a certain quots
for electorates, and whether the elec-
torates having fallen below that quota
were to be deprived of the right of
representation ; or we might heve been
told that it was the intention of the
Government to bring down a scheme
for proportional representation, or in
fact in whatever form it was proposed
to redress the anomalies. We could
well have been told without entering
into details, the direction in which we
are to be asked to :dvance. But we
have not had the smallest hint either
in the document presented to Parliament
by the Governor or in the speeches of
Ministers as to what the direction is to
be. Rumowr of course has been busy.
I have kept myself wholly free from
any knowledge of what the intenticns
of the Government were as forecasted in
these rumours. Is not this the only possi-
ble attitude ? What is the alternative?
A gathering of the members of the House
takes place, and they there and then
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resolve that a certain electorate be
deprived of its representation, and some
other created, and in that resolution
they give consideration, not to the
general aspects of the case, but the
aspects which salone appeal to them.
I submit this is a most dangerous and
most vicions proceeding, becaunse if any
proposition requires to be considered
with an unbiassed mind, and requires
that attitude in the House which may be
described as entirely non-party, it is
the question of redistribution. I caennot
believe that hon. members, notwith-
standing that they may have put before
them some immature scheme which they
may have been asked to assent to, that
when the question comes before the House
in concrete form they will be untrue
to the firet instinots of justice in a
matter of this kind, and will allow
themselves to c¢ome inte the House
pledged to a course which the House as a
whole knows nothing about. I have
prepared a short analysis of the existing
electorates and I find — leaving out my
own electorate for the time being—-that
on the Government side there are 27
seats, the total number of electors
to those 27 seats being 70,823.

Mr. Jecoby: Why leave your own
out ?

Mr. KEENAN : Because if I put it in
I am adding it to one or the other side.
There is no room for jocularity in a con-
sideration of this kind. T am pointing
out how the figures in this list bear on
this question. The 27 geats I have dealt
with show that the Government average
2,615, as against an average of 2,700
electors in the 22 geats held by the mem-
bers of the Opposition. If there be any
great need for a change it is & need which
exists in only o few electorates, which is
confined within very narrow bounds; and
if, instead of going in for a highly con-
tentious question such as a redistri-
bution of seats, the Government were
to bring down a measure for uniting
these electorates, for taking three or
four and joining them together, it would
have been easy, by the additicn of the
more numerous to those less numerous,
to have produced the result of an elee-
torate returning four members and being
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possessed of four times the present quota
I might add that that would have been
& rough method ; but even in & rough
way the question could have been
dealt with without bringing before the
House & highly contentious measure
involving bitter warfare. There will be
one far-reaching blessing if we adopt
proportional representation—it will do
away with the advocecy of parish wante
which is the curse of politics to-day. It
wil enable those who compose the House
to take & broader and more national
view, without caring whether petty little
associations pass votes of want of con-
fidence in them. Under such o system
hon. members would cease to be, as they
are to-day, at the beck and call of every
parish official, and I believe the system
would work for the welfare and pros-
perity of Western Australia.. But we
have not had, nor do I believe we will
have, a schems of that character. It is
with me a deep and lasting regret that
when the Electoral Bill was before the
House, I was foolish enough to allow-
to be struck out of that measure the
machinery which would have had so
desirable an effect. If the Government
are serious in the attempt to deal with
the question on just and equitable lines
they will return to the abandoned
machinery and teke up that which
would prove the best scheme of deal-
ing with electoral troubles, by in-
troducing proportional representation.
If the other course be adopted they will
be forcing on this State a measure de-
priving some electorate of representation,
and the inevitable result will be the death
knell of State Government. If there
is one thing to which we cannot shut our
eyes it is the danger of Unifieation. I
hold strong views in favour of State
Government. 1 believe that only by
local government ean we develop our
country to the fullest extent, that only
by local government can we get any
immediate attention to local wants,
that only by local government can we
enable the more easily developed re-
sources of our country to be the first to
be put into the foreground. But il this
will not weigh if the great mass of the
people, of those who heve the right to
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elect members of this House, become
possessed of the idea that they are not
being justly ruled, or that they are not
gotting the [ull measure of their rights
under the Constitution. If it can be
said that 2,700 persons in one part of
the State are being over-ruled by 500
in another part—if this comes to pass
we will have put ourselves in the position
of having driven home the first nail in
. the coffin of State Government. By
what means can Unification ever come
to any State * I take it, by only two
methods or from two causes. In the
first place by successful propagands on
the part of those who hold views favour-
able to Unification. Of that I have no
fear ; for although at certain junctures
they may obtain what, for the time being,
appears to be considerable support. yet
1 do not believe that in the leng run
the great mass of the people would aban-
don their rights of government. There
is & second compelling cause, namely
that those who are the supporters of
local government may become parties
to acts which will drive away from their
side many who, in other circumstances,
would eupport them loyally, but who
are driven by these scts into a course
they heartily desire to avoid. There
is this very case before the House.
There is also another case which, with the
patience of the House, I will lay before
tt. There are some in this State foolish
envugh to tallk about partition—to talk
about catting off a certain part of the
State. But do those persons ever im-
agine what would be the result of carry.
ing such proposal into effect ? T have
seen this proposition advoeated in the
Metropolitan Press ; and, after all, T
presume the Metropolitan Press must
advocate that which is suitable to its
readers. The carrying out of such a
proposal would mean that we should
ourselves demonstrate in the most effect-
ive possible manner the total inability
of local government to meet our wants.
We should furnish to the Commonwealth
the illustration that we are not capable
under our own departments, our own
powers, to satisfy the wants of our own
people ; and T have no doubt that if
that extraordinary step were given
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effect to, it would lead, not in the distant
future, but in the almost immedinte pre-
sent, to a total abandonment of local
government in Western Australia. Those
who advocate this cutting off of a portion
of the State do so on certsin grounds.
They allege that the goldfields—which
is the portion it is desired to sever—
are not in sympathy with the rest of the
State ; that they do not share in the
hopes and aspirations of the rest of the
State ; that they desire to shirk the bur-
den of developing the rest of the State
and that, in fact, their residents are not
fitting partners for those who live in the
other parts of the State. Assuming that
this was true—-1 unhesitatingly say there
is not a grain of truth in it—but assume
for the moment that it was true, would
it justify doing that which, in effect,
means cutting the throats of our fellow
citizens 7 But I would ask whether
in view of a movement of this character,
there should not be some expression
made, some intention announced on the
part of those who have the responsibility
of watching all movements of public
sentiment ¥ Should they not meake an
effort to stamp out the curse before it
becomes dangerous to deal with ? Now,
I ask myself, what are the facts upon
which this false complexion of hostility
on the part of the pgoldfieids is based ?
The goldfields people are dissatisfied
with the Government in power ; they
are possessed with the idea that there is
en entire lack of sympathy on the part
of the Executive with the development
of that one industry on which they
entirely rely. They are possessed of a
deep-rooted conviction that the standard
by which their wants are tried and deter-
mined is very different from that applied
to the reguirements of those living in
more favoured places. Let me show
that there is some justification for this
belief ; that although it is something to
be regretted—something that on any and
every occasion, if I had the power, I
would do everything possible to discon-
tinuance—yet there is some reason for
its existence. [ will take a few examples
which illustrate the conduct to which
exception has been taken and which is
bearing the fruit of discontent in the
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minds of the goldfields people. 1 am
going to refer, first of all, to the Gold.
fields Water Supply Administration.
When a mine owner applies to this ad-
ministration he has to sign a certain
form of contract. If this contract con-
tained conditions which by some aceci-
dent were unduly harsh, we could say at
once that the Ministry were wholly free
from blame. But I desire to inform the
House that those conditions were brought
specially under the notice of both the
Minister for Mines and the Minister for
Works ; consequently it is impossible
to absolve them from lnowledge of the
provisions and from having expressed
their approval of them in the conduct
of the business of the department. I
have to refer to a mine in my own elec-
torate ; but in doing so I desire to ex-
press my regret that my limited know.
ledge does not allow me to bring an in-
stance beyond the borders of my own
electorate; because if there is one thing
I wish to avoid at the present juncture
it is the making of any complaint which
might have special reference to that
electorate. The contract which I hold
in my hand deals with the supply of
water to certain tributers who are CArITy-
ing on mining operations on the Hannans
Reward lease, & proposition of exceed.
ingly low grade, giving barely & margin
of profit in the gold return. I am well
within the mark if I say that the average
vllue is about 33dwts., while the re.
covery is about 2jdwts. Hon. mem.
bers will therefore see that these men
are with great difficulty struggling with
a proposition which might be successful
if sympathetic support were given to it by
the Government of the day. For formal
purposes the contract had to be signed
by the leaseholder and the Hannans
Reward company. But the company
has long ago ceased to operate, having
handed over its mines to the tributers,
and it has no real interest in the subject
matter of the agreement. The two con-
ditions I want the House to appreciate,
conditions which suggest and in a mea-
sure are responsible for the birth of this
belief in the minds of the goldfields
people of want of sympathy, are, first a
condition whereby the company agrees
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that it will instel no appliances to
materially reduce the consumption of
water without the consent of the Minister
for Works, and if a breach of this con-
dition is committed it pays a fine of
£100. Let me ask the attention of the
House to what that means. Water is
supplied at a certain price. If a com.
pany instals any machinery which en-
ables it to avoid waste of water it has
to pay a fine of £100. And that is said
by some to be encouragement to the
mining industry. Let me for a moment
give an illustration applicable to the
agricultural industry. Suppose there was
sorne agreement made by one of the ser-
vices controlled by the State under which
if & farmer conveyed & certain gquantity
of fertilizers by rail he was to obtain
& large reduction in freight. [ should
not for a moment object to s condition
of that kind, nor would any member of
the House if it could be shown that by
& generous application of the power
by the State as owner of the =service
the industry could be encouraged. We
would never for a moment object to any
such proceeding. But suppose the con-
tract went on to say that if the farmer did
not put on so much, some absurd quantity
per acre, or if he did anything in the
nature of saving a gquantity, he would
be liable to pay a huge penalty to the
Railway Department. Then how would
the agricultural membera look upon it ?
Would they think that the Government
who knowingly prescribed conditions of
that kind were in sympathy with the
agricultural industry ¥ “Therefure, are
hon. members surprised that the gold-
fields people, secing these conditions,
end how they are enforced, seeing how
absolutely and how entirely inequitable
they are in their very essence, should
come to the conclusion that the present
Government are not in sympathy with
the development of the mining industry ?

The Minister for Mines: Did not the
company get assistance ?

Mr. KEENAN : The tributers did not.

The Minister for Mines: Is the hon.
member aware that their account closed
at £1,300 in debt ?

Mr. KEENAN: It is true that a
writ was issued against the company



292

&3 nominal defendants for a sum of
money due by these tributers for water,
and that the sum mentioned on the writ
was largely incressed, almost doubled,
by the fact that these men, in trying to
make ends meet, used some water out
of the mine shaft. They were lifting
water, but by the contract they were
compelled to throw away all the water
from the mine.

Mr. Scaddan : It cost them maney to
lift it and they had to throw it away.

Mr. KEENAN: When they wers at
the last stage of their difficulties in
making ends meet they used some
of the water they were lifting and they
were imimediately billed for double the
amount, that being one of the conditions
under which they obtained the supply ;
and by that means the swm which is
endorsed on the writ, over £1,000, is
arrived at. DBut even in that instance
we are departing from the consideration
of that which T first brought before
the House. There is in that case an
entire want of sympathy for men
who were endeavowring to ocarry
on the industry under most diffieult
conditions. I defy any examination or
report to find anything but that these
men worked month after month on stone
that was the lowest possible payable
in the State, and despite their difficulties
they maintained the mine and paid for
& considerable amount of labour which
came back to the State in indirect profit.
When they got into difficulty they were
pounced upon only as a Shylock would
pounce upon bis victimn for doing that
which they thought was a most exeusable
act. But I return to the consideration
of this condition which is applicable to
all who purchase water from the Cold-
fields Water Supply, and I ask is it
possible to defend it ? I put the case
from an agricultural point of view,
and I say if any agricultural member
brought before the House an instance
of this character in the treatment of
the agricultural industry he would not
have to look for support from the re-
presentatives of the goldfields, he would
get it spontaneously ; and if we peint
out some reason for this growing dis-
trust, this growing want of belief on the
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part of the goldfields public in the
administration of the Government, surely
we have the like right to ask for sym-
pathy from the agricultural members.

Mr. George: You will get it where
the injustice is apparent.

Mr. KEENAX : There is another mat-
ter. I like to be wholly fair. We had
only seen the Minister for Works on the
matter, and T submitted a cuestion in
the House, asking the Minister for Mines
if he knew of these conditions and if,
knowing them, he had approved of them.
The reply before the House is very
verbose. I do not know that it is actually
to the point in any way, but at any rete
it shows that the Minister for Mines
knows of these conditions, and either
actively or unwillingly approves of
them. The other condition to which I
draw attention is this: for nambers
of years those drawing water from the
scheme paid four weeks' estimated con-
sumption in advance, and that was found
to work admirably, and when we waited
on the Minister for Works we were told
that all the bad debts incurred by the
department in seven years amounted to
the ridiculously small sum of £2,500,
covering transactions of hundreds of
thousands of pounds. It was & fraction
s0 small that any business man would
laugh at, but nevertheless the four
weeks’ advance was changed to a8 six
weeks’ advance ; and, again, that
increasa could not be interpreted in any
light but as want of sympathy for the
development of the mining industry.
If I were to repeat as I did a little while
ago, we could imagine some case in the
agriculturel industry where facilities were
afforded -on a proper basis of safety,
where there was no reason to suppose
that the margin of safety was not sufficient
yet it was increased by 50 per cent.
would not there be considerable in-
dignation on the part of members re-
presenting the agricultural industries ?
And if they had brought the matter
before the consideration of the House,
again I say they would not have had
to ask for, but would have received,
the cordial support of every member
representing a goldfields electorate.
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Mr. George: Is there any reason
given for the increase ?

Mr. KEENAN: The only reason
came not from the Minister but from the
department, and the reason was a
wholly imaginary one in view of the past
history of the scheme. [f there were
& large quantity of bad debts being
incurred by the scheme, if there were
something found wholly abnormal in
ordinary business affairs, then it could
be said the margin of safety must be
increased ; but when we find that in the
past, in the whole history of the scheme
right up to the time this regulation was
framed, there had been no loss of any
consequence, and that the bad debts
incwrred were only of infinitesimal pro-
portions, I do not care what the per.
manent staff think, it has no right
equitably to increase the margin of
safety that is necessary to protect the
department. There is another example
I would give showing how this belief
has grown up in all minds on the gold-
tields that the Government are wholly
out of sympathy with the mining industry.
The example 1 have already dealt with
relates more, perhaps, to the tributers
and the class of mea who go tributing.
I am now going to speak of a matter
which relates more to the investing
class, those who have made money
in various ways, perhaps in mining,
perhaps in business, and who invest it.
This relates to the adininistration of
the Dividend Duties Act. I have no
complaint whatever to offer as to the
proceedings which have been taken
against powerful corporations and large
mining companies under the Aet. The
matter in respect of which the Crown
has put forward its claim, if its inter-
pretation is right, is one it was bound
to urge and to do everything in its
.power to recover. My remarks have
no relation whatever to those pro-
ceedings. But the Crown does not
stop there. There are other proceedings
than those which can be justified being
instituted, They are of a most herass-
ing character, and proceedings which,
with & moment’s consideration or sym-
pathy with the mining industry, would
immcdiately have heen closed down
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on. There is in Kalgoorlie a local com-
pany know as the Golden Ridge company,
consisting entirely of local shareholders.
That company conceived it wise to mul-
tiply its shares by three. But all
the shareholders remained the same
and their interests in the property
remained the same. They simply had
three pieces of paper where they had
one. If they had divided their property
they would have had nothing more. The
dividends they received are one-third
of that paid on the original share. But
the Crown says, “ You have made a
profit which is to be arrived at by de-
ducting the amount of your original
shares from that which three times
the shares amount to. In other words,
assume it was £30,000 in the first instance
and multiply it by three, then you have
made a profit of £80,000, come pay
up your tax.” That would do for
opera bouffe ; it might do also in Clare-
mont where I think things are topsy-
turvy ;  but is it right from the Govern-
ment ? Are our Ministers there for the
purpose of harassing the citizens of the
State ? And if they do these things is
there any wonder that it bears fruit,
and that those to whom these acts
apply have no hesitation in erriving
at the conclusion that there i3 no sym-
pathy whatever on the part of the
Government with them in the carrying
on of their industries !

The Minister for Mines: These things
apply to all industries not only to the
mining industry.

Mr. KEENAN ! It makes no difference.
I know the action brought against this
compeny hes been abandoned, but the
annoyance remains. 1t is not that the
proceedings are not suecessful, but it
is an illustration that the Government
have withdrawn any sympathy for the
mining industry. If this was simply
strict adherence to the written law we
might say that it showed want of dis-
crimination, perhaps, and we could
forget it—that is, # it were merely
strict adherence to the written law.
But that is not the case at all. The
origin of this act, and the other act
T referred to, the administration of
the Goldfields Water Supply, goes back
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to the wholly uncontrolled will of the
permanent staff. It is the ruling
of the permanent staff without any
attempt at control by the Ministerial
head. I have no words of rebuke to
offer to the permanent officials, no word
of criticism of their conduct, they are
bound . by hard and fast rules, bound to
do everything in their power to carry
out their duties according to some
strict formula ; but it is for the Executive,
if it be in truth an Executive, something
more than a mere make belief, to ad-
minister the laws as equity and justice
demand, not to be mere tax-gatherers
placed on the Treasury bench to see
how much, at their entire discretion,
their subordinates can collect. It is
their duty to bring all the government
of the State in harmony and sympathy
with the industries of the State, so that
each can support the other, and each
can be in & measure responsible for the
success of the other. What is easier
for an Executive that does not
possess a spine, and will not attempt to
administer the laws, than to leave all.to
subordinates, and to come here and say
when challenged, ‘ the permanent staff,
the permanent heads of departments,
had the matter referred to them, their
advice was 80 and so, and the action
taken was so and so0.”

Mr. Gordon: It was the same in your
day was it not ; you had an opportunity
to alter the Act ?

Mr. KEENAN : Woe never attempted
to enforce it in this manner.

Mr. Gordon: You could have repealed
it if you had liked.

Mr. KEENAN: One can never deal
with any quesfion of this kind until it
arises. If it had arisen while I was a
Minister I would have had no hesitation
in dealing with it ; but as it did not do
8o it remains for those in power to act
as a Minister should when occasion
arises. In this matter, as in all these
matters of administration, we find one
common line of thought, and it is this,
that wherever it is possible the admin-
istration of Government is handed over
to the permanent staff. All that I
have dealt with i3 in accord with
the suggestion in the Governor's

‘Australia.
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Speech of the appointment of a board
of advice in connection with the con-
struction of agricultural railways. I
protest strongly against that. There
is the creation of a cloak behind which
the Minister gets and which prevents
Parliament from calling on him to be
responsible for the acts of his sub-
ordinates, and to answer charges levied
against his administration. As to the
financial position of the State, obvicusly
this is not an occasion properly appro-
priate for a discussion on the question.
It is, of course, recognised that during
the last 12 months our Anances have
been buoyant, and that a much larger
return has been received than was
estimated early in the financial year.
This position is due, I should say, to
the returning prosperity which is being
experienced not only here but all through
There is a wave of prosperity
passing over all the States, as is evinced
by the Commonwealth returns, and we
have had for once our share of the general
prosperity of the Commonwealth. AH
will recognise that there are ups and
downs in trade, that there are waves
of depression and prosperity, and that
fortunately for all of ws, not merely
Western Australians, but all of us. who
live in the Commonwealth, we are at
present on the upgrade. I rejoice as
much as anyone at the fact, for it admits
of happier conditions, larger remuner-
ation for services rendered, and, above
all, of the homes of the people being
supplied with necessaries that might
otherwise be denied them. The in-
crease, s0 far as we are concerned, is
due not merely to the larger Common-
wealth returns but also to the largely
increased quantity of land taken up
in the State. I notice by the figures
given in the Speech that we have received
£35,000 as the first year's instalment
of rent on land newly taken up as con-
ditional purchases. Then there is also
a large increase in ths railway returns,
and in Goldfields Water Supply returns,
the latter owing to the price having been
raised. I have no doubt that we are
justified in supposing that this increase
will last during the balence of this
financial year, but even supposing this



(11 Avgust, 1910.)

to be accomplished, what is our outlook
for the future ? 1Is it one we are entitled
to look upon as rosy; can we go to
sleep and leave it to look after itself ?
1 submit that the Government have not
taken this House and the country fally
into their confidence in the matter, for
if they had they would have pointed
this out, that although the financial
agreement was not adopted, did not
become part of the Constitution, it is
nevertheless the intention of the present
Federal Government to give effect to it,
and in this way, not by the passing of an
Act that the Commonwealth Parliament
will after the first of January next year
pay 25s8. per head to the States with a
gpecial allowance to Western Australia,
but by waiting until the lst January,
passing an Act and then so adjusting the
accounts thet in effect we shall never
be in the position of having received,
in addition to the special consideration,
255. per head as from the 1st July.

The Minister for Mines: That should
be cheering to the other side.

Mr. KEENAN: What I am urging
is this, that we have to contemplate a
position that will arise, no matter
whether it be cheered or boo-hooed.
After January the amount the Common-
wealth will pay to the State will be, not
25s. per head, but much less. If we
look at our finances during the past
year, or in any other year, it will be found
that the whole recovery was made within
the last six months. We have con-
sistently gone back in the first six
months. Many reasons account for this,
one being that every Treasurer does
his best to put off payments until the
financial year has closed. Therefore,
in the frst month many debts are
paid that are really incurred in the
old year. I need not dilate upon the
various other reasons, but the fact re-
mains that the first part of the year con-
sists of lean months, while the period
that usually puts the finances right is
the second half of the financial year.
It is only right to warn the House
and the people that we are suffering
under a delusion of the most marked
character i we hope to accomplish
the same excellent results as this year.
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In the six months following next Christ-
mas we shall receive very little from the
Commonwealth s0 as to equalise the
amount for the whole year to 28s.
per head, and allowing for the special
contribution ; therefore, those months
will be excessively lean, and T urge
whoever is responsible for the financial
picture being placed before the public
of this State, for the financial capacity
being placed before the heads of de-
partments who have the governing
and carrying out of public works, the
fullest consideration of a matter that
appears to have been almost passed out
of consideration and treated as some-
thing so far distant that there is no
necessity to worry our heads sbout it.
There i8 one other means, in view of
the falling finances by which we ecan
still hope to square the ledger, that
is, econorny. I have always urged that
economy be resorted to, not in works
and services that mean so much to the
people of the State, particularly those
not possessed of mueh means,’ but in
other directions, where we indulge in
what may be properly described as
expenditure for no developmental pur-
pose whatever. I have raised my voice
s0 often in this direction that I doubt
if it is any use raising it again, but T
must call the attention of the House
to this, that we can save a great deal
of money in more than one direction
without in any way altering the business
of the State or the amount of accom-
modation we are offering to the public ;
in particular we should build our own
offices so that all Govermment depart-
ments should be under the one roof.
The land is available, and it only means
raising & loan for £40,000 or £50,000,
and we would save the country approxi-
mately £2,000 a year. That alone would
pay full interest on the amount borrowed.
The change would, I assume, admit of
some saving in the cost of the adminis-
trative staff, although I am not prepared
to say how far that would be accom-
plished. There is another means: Tt
is scarcely credible but nevertheless true
that although for money reccived in the
Savings Bank the depositor is paid
Ly the CGovernment 3 per cent.. yet
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that money is now poing to the as-
sociated banks for 1 per cent. In other
words, the Government are making a
loss of 2 per cent. To-day the associated
banks have scattered among them over
£200,000, of State money bearing interest
at 1 per cent., while we are borrowers
at a rate of interest that exceeds 3} per
cent., roughly speaking 3% per cent.
allowing for discount, expenses of fHota-
tion, etcetera. While this is supposed
to be good finance it is suggested that
we are justified in economising in small
sums in country districts, cutting off
hospitals, reducing charity grants; in
fact, everything that strikes home to
the closer sense of the people; while
this is being done money is being wasted
as I indicate.

The Minister for Mines : What amount
of cash would you keep td cover the
liabilities of the Savings Bank ?

Mr, KEENAN: That is a question
I would not like to answer, for having
been in a position of trust I know what
the reserve was when I was & member
of the Government, and I know what
my opinions of it were at the time.

Mr. Murphy : I will give the Govern.
ment three per cent. for all they have
over.

Mr. KEENAN: If the Government
lent it they would have every reason to
believe that if they got 3 per cent. they
would be well rewarded.

(Sitting suspended from 615 to 7:30
p.m.)

Mr. KEENAN: I was dealing with
the fact that economy could be observed
in many ways, in which the results would
be larger than those now achieved by
cutting off in many cases grants for ser-
vices, I admit at once it is necessary to
keep a floating balance, and that the
moneys of the Savings Bank are handed
over to the associated banks for the
purpose of maintaining that balance. No
objection could be taken to that, but,
as a matter of faet, if inquiry be

made it will be found that this
money is mnot on eall at all. The
very most that the Government could
obtain if it were to exercise its full
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rights, would be, I think, £50,000, and
for the balanee they would have to give
notice, and that notice would not be of
weeks but of months, and therefore it
wounld be simply in exaetly the same posi-
tion as if it had not made its arrange-
me:its. If it beeamme neeessary, owing to a
run on the Savings Bank, to meet the re-
quirements of depositors, the Government
could go to the associated banks, and
zet as mueh by borrowing, beeause under
their existing arrangement they would
not be entitled to eall upon anything
more than a fourth or a fifth of the
amount deposited exeepting on long
notice.

Mr. Jacoby:
the reserve?

Mr. KEENANX: I would not keep the
reserve at such a low figure.

The Minister for Mines:
call one manth a short teym?

Mr, KEENAN: Wounld the Minister
say it is one month?

The Minister for Mines: You said it
was,

Mr. KEENAN: I said “months.” I
wish now to deal shortly with the ques-
tion of immigration, and land setilement.
On both those matters I was most dis-
appointed with the utterances of the
Premier. If there be anything of great
imporiance, not only to the present Gov-
ernment, but to any Government, it is the
determination of these two questions
whieh go hand in hand. We prescribe in
our statutes the conditions for the temure
of land solely for the one purpose of
putting people on it. When you find that
object defeated, when you find that there
is some deficiency in the law or adminis-
tration which enables individuals to aec-
quire large estates, and consequently en-
ables the object which is to be achieved
to be defeated, you expeet from any Qov-
ernment that may be in power that they
will take on their shoulders the responsi-
bility of dealing with the question and
saying that the system of land alienation
is not one that achieves the desired re-
sult, and then ask for authority and
power fo ¢hange it. No doubt the House
then, if tley approved of the course pro-
posed. and if they saw that the remedy

You would dispense with

Wonld you
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was & good one, would grant that anthor-
ity. What does the Premier do? He
suggests that there should be some kind
of board appointed partly from the Op-
position and partly from the Government
side of the House, and that this board
ghould deal with the two guestions, immi-
gration and land settlement. The reason
I take strong exception fo that sugges-
fion is that it is part and parcel of the
whole system of getfing rid of responsi-
bility, and of itrying to retain the seats
of (Rovernment; in fact it is a mere
semblance of power. I would like to add
a few words on the university guestion.
Any proposal to spend money in an edu-
cational direction is received in every
part of the Honse with equal acelamation,
but I wish to say with regard to any ex-
penditure in the direction of a university,
that T shall veguire to be safisfied that
this intended University will offer advant-
ages to the people of the State, not
merely a section of the people, but to
the people wherever they are resident. It
is no advantage te the State at large to
bring down a most generous measure to
establish a university in Perth if it ean
be only of advantage to those living in
Perth. A university can be of many
characters. We have not had the least
information of what character this pro-
posed university is to be. It may be a
mere examining board; it may be merely
an institufion to issue diplemas on exam-
inalions conducted in any part of the
State. That form of university is ex-
emplified in the London University which
simply eonducts examinations in different
parts of England where the snccessful
candidates receive their degrees. Such
an instifution would be a form of uni-
versity applicable to Western Australia.
Yon may have on the other hand a uni-
versity where scholars require to attend
lectures and at the end of certain terms
obfain, on passing examinations. diplomas
aualifying them to practice in various
learned professions. There may be also
a third form of universiiy. the residen-
tial university, There ¢an he ne possible
question about it that the effect of a re-
sidential university is far grealer in
moulding the character ot the people
than any examining board. After all, all
[11]
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examination beards do is to test the
knowledge which the student has ac-
quired at home, or at some secondary
sehool, but at a residential university a
student meets his fellows, rubs sides with
them, and has his rough exterior moulded
into proper form in the feld of sport,
in the school of study, and in the minia-
ture school of lite. To esfablish a uni-
versity of snch a character, however,
means the expenditure of a large sum of
rmoney, With such a upiversity it should
be insisted upon that one-half of the
students should be allowed to enter by
competition tbroughout the State, and
that the State should furnish funds to
pay the necessary expenses and npkeep
of one half of the students so that those
who lived in the outlying portions of the
State, and those to whom it wonld be
otherwise an impossibility to allow their
children to attend, raight have the oppor-
tunity of doing so. This is a matter
that we ean debate when the wmeasore
comes before the Hounse. 1t will how-
ever receive no sympathy from me if it
is merely a local proposition, nor how-
ever il may appeal to one in the
sense that it will provide opportuni-
ties for all sections unless those oppor-

tonities are alse made available to the

people to whom I have referred, no mat-
ter where they reside. Although it is not
a pleasant task to oppose any educational
proposition I for one will net pretend
that it will receive my sympatby. In
conclusion let me say that this country
is one that possesses not only great pos-
sibilities, but alse presenis great respon-
sibilities and grave difficulties. It pos-
sesses a vast area and its commuunities
are seattered from the far NXorth 1 ke
shores of the Great Australian Bight. the
consequence of which is that any
Government that attempts, or wishes
te attempt to govern all those seattered
communities ecan only do so if it
crasps with a firm hand its difficulties
and responsibilities. Tt mnst be a Gov-
ernment strong enough to brmsh on one
side all parochial sentiment and feeling,
and to refuse to listen to those prompt-
ings which nudoubtedly come to those in
pawer to wive something to one par-
tieular place that they may produce
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some sentiment of gratitude  They
must be national even thongh to be na-
tional means a sacrifice. Above all they
must refuse to trade on the vices of the
people they are ecalled upon to govern,
and they must appeal to their virtues, and
I may remark, although I de not wish to
enter into a controversial subject at this
stage, that the lesson of the Fremantle
election is not such that anyone wishes to
see it repeated. I will not refer to it
further than to say that when it is made
by a Minister of the Crown a reason for
electing a man in one comstituency that
the requests of the people living in
another part of the State have been re-
fused, then I say it is entering upon
terribly dangerous ground. although
for the time it may bring an ill-
gotten reward. Let me say in con-
clusion that I still believe firmly
in Western Australia. TIf there is one
thing about which we are all unani-
mous it is in the helief of the future of
this country. And I also believe that the
pedple of the country will see that it is
more in their interests to be governed on
national lines than to have a desire of
the moment gratified by some Govern-
ment that appeal to them on fthe
mere ground of loeal patronage for
their approbation. 1 hope io see the
occupants of the Treasury bench pos-
sessed of this desire to serve the true in-
terests of the country at large and to face
the possibility, if there be a possibility,
of being for the fime foreed to retire from
political life rather than to remain there,
trading on the jealonsies and vices of the
people.

- TROY (Monnt Magnet): The
Speech put into the mouth of His Exeel-
leney by the Government of the day may
be deseribed as a tremendous advertising
effort in which the Government claim to
be the personification of every virtue and
the only safe refuge for the people’s con-
fidence. With that extraordinary eraving
for self-adverlisement which character-
ises the present Government the whole of
the recess has been spent by Ministers
touring the eonntry, appraising their own
sood qualities and leaving the administva-
tion of the more important affahs of
State to the departmental heads. T is
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well to remember that withouwi the assist-
ance of the Oppesition nothing which
has been accomplished eould have been
aceomplished in this country. and that
anything which econduces to the coun-
try’s  prospevity has been hrought
about by the assistance of members
on this - side of the House. That
assistance has not been in any way
recognised; but of this we should nnt
complain, for has not Providence been
robbed of the credit of the bountiful sea-
sons which have contributed largely to
any prosperity enjoyed to-day? Amongst
other things the Government take credit
for special ability in regard to finances,
and the Treasurer proudly announces that
by sound administration he has been able
to reduce the deficit to £102,000. Now
let ns analyse the finances of the country
to-day, and see just what the Government
have accomplished, and whether they are
justified in accepting that eredit which
they hold to be theirs and theirs alone. Tt
is well to remember that the deficit began
to grow enormounsty at the advent of the
Rason-Moore Government. The Rason
Government eame into office with a man-
date from the eountry to restore to order
the finances which they claimed were in a
deplorable state.  The Rason Govern-
ment held on to office for one year, and at
the end of that year instead of the defieit
having been wiped off, as promised, it
was found to have inereased to £119,000.
Accepting the responsibilities of the
Rason Government the Moore Govern-
ment were elected on the very same plat-
form. and made the same promises to the
people. But instead of their reducing the
defieit, instead of their putting the fn-
anees into a satisfactorvy state it was
found that. as the yeears rvolled on,
the deficit grew uniil, in June 1909,
it was £312,000. T will admit there
was a small defieit at the time the
labour Government left office—some
£46,000. But this defieit could easily
have been prevented had that Govern-
ment not been over sernpulons in regard
to finaneial operations.  For instance,
in the year in which they held office
they expended on railways £79,000 from
revenue, which in other years was charged
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to capital, or in the carrying out of which
work the expenditure was spread over a
number of years. Iad this money, as in
previons years, been expended from loan
instead of revenue, and had the Labour
Government had recouise to the vieious
method of eonstructing publie works from
loan, that Goverument eould easily have
shown a substantial surplus on the year’s
transactions. The Rason Government—
whieh, by the way, maliciously attributed
the deficit to the incapacity of the Labour
Government, and were returned by a fool-
ish and over-econfiding country ito restore
the finances— resorted to the construetion
of roads and bridges from loan money,
and by this means expended a eon-
siderable sum. Yet despite the fact
that that Government, instead of
earrying ont a vigorous public works
poliecy as promised, confined their
works to ‘a minimum, they inereased the
debt per head of the population hy £3 and
brought the deficit up to £119,000. The
Moore Government accepted the responsi-
bilities of the Rason Government and
undertook to earry out the promises al-
ready given by the Rason Government.
Later on, the Moore Government were
compelled to aceept the policy of the Lab-
our Government in rvegard to the enaet-
ment of new taxation for revenue punr-
poses. They compelled their own party
to swallow that policy with the result that
the land and income tax measure was
placed on the statute-book. This Govern-
ment, in a frantie endeavour to straighten
the finanees, expended more and
more from loan awd less from rev-
enune, notwithstanding which the” de-
fieit inereased until, in June 1909,
it reached £312,000. In looking through
a speech by the Treasurer of that day, the
Hon. Frank Wilson, member for Sussex
—1T believe the speech was made in intro-
ducing his Budget in 19083—1 find he pro-
phesied a surplus of £942 for that vear;
only a very small one. he said, but still
something o go on with, Yet this great
financier, this Solomon of finance, ended
up that year £100.000 to the bad. And
these are the people who elaim to be the
only persons eapable of administering the
finances of the couniry., For this defici-
ency the Treasurer and  Premier

20H)

blamed the Federal Government. 'This
blaming of the Federal (Government is a
disease that Tory politicians are prone to.
In the Eastern States this disease has be-
come so aggravated that the physicians,
who are the electors, are giving the
patients the happy despatech one by one
as they go to the country. The experience
of State politicians in the East of Austra-
lia sbould be a warning te politicians of
the ealibre of the majority of those on the
Ministerial side of the House. The his-
tory of the Moore Government in regard
to finance ean be summed up in a few
words. The Government have borrowed
largely; they have increased the national
debt from £61 to £70 per head; they
bave expended in unreproduetive works
£347,000 from loan, and have made a cor-
responding decrease in expenditure from
reveune of £213,000.° Less has been
expended also on departments con-
trolling the development of the greatest
industries of the State. For instance, on
mining development the Moore Govern-
ment have spent from revenue £100,000
less than was expended by the Labour
Government; and yet, although the addi-
tional taxation introduced has bronght in
new revehne to the extent of over
£100,000, and the C'ommonwealth Govern-
ment last year paid £6,000 in excess of
the sum paid in 1909; and despite the fact
that we have had good seasons, tle deficit
for last financial year was £102,000. Add
to that deficit the deficit of lasi month
and we have to-day, so far as the Govern-
ment will give us to understand, a deficit
of something like £142,000. But-even that
defieit is not hy any means correet. For
instance, if the expenditure on unrepre-
ductive works charged to loan were pro-
perly charged to revenue the deficit fo-day
would be £490,000. Had sound methods
of finance been followed, had the Guvern-
ment expended from revenue the money
expended from loan on unreproductive
work, the deficit to-day wounld have been
£400.000.

Mr. Collier:
with 1904.

Mr. TROY : Yes, as compared with the
period of the TLabour Government. S,
after all, we have not a true state of
affairs given us in the balance sheet pro-

Yon mean as compared
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duced by the Treasurer. It is only a mat-
ter of a fow years when the effects of this
unsound financial administration will come
home to us, and the people of Western
Australia will be able to see the true
state of affairs. A great deal has been
said in approval of the Premier's visit to
London. Even His Excellency’s Speech
could not be completed without reference
to this visit. We are told that--
During the Parliamentary recess my
Ministers deemed it advisable that the
Premier of the State should visit Lon-
don with a view to inquiring into the
representation of Western Australia
in the eapital of the Empire, and di-
recting attentior to the many induce-
ments which the State has to offer both
to those desirous of securing an outlet
for the legitimate investment of eapital
and to enterprisivng agrieulturists, My
Ministers are satisfied that the wvisit
has proved, and is proving, of great
advantage to ithe State, owing to the
opportunity which has been afforded
of disseminating reliable information
regarding the many and varied re-
sources of Western Australia, and the
openings which these offer to the sur-
plus industry and energy of the old
world.
And the member for Fremantle did
not allow the oceasion to pass without
making special referenee in his speech
to the great work done by the Premier
in England and to what he had achieved
in regard to bringing immigranis to
Western Australia. I do not want to say
anything harsh regarding ihe member for
Fremantle. 1 think that gentleman must
feel very keenly his position in the Cham-
ber and the manuer in which he came to
find himself here. During the Fremantle
elecfion I heard it said that the opipions
of- the member for Fremantle wonld. for
the time being, be the views of any party
that wonld aecept him. 1 do not know
how much eredence ean be attached to
thai statement, hut after the hon.
member’s niterances I am satisfied that
the person who stated that the member
for Fremantle possessed the faculty of
trimming his sails to every wind was
pertlonsly near the truth. XNow, what
are the facts with regard fo immizra-
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tion? Let wme tell the Atturney General
that when he spoke last night with more
eloguence than accuraey he did not put
forward the true estale of aifairs in re-
gard to immigralien, He said his Gov-
ernment had been respousible for the in-
troduction of a larger number of immi-
grants to ithe State than had been intre-
duced during the time the Labour Cov-
ernment held office.  'We might expect
from an hon. gentleman in the position
of the Attorney (eneral some degree of
aceuracy; but perhaps after all we are
asking too much, for where there is such
eloruence there cannot he that depree of
accuracy looked for in a Minister of the
Crown. What are the facts in regavd to
immigration! let me gmive the official
records, which prove absolutely that the
statements made by the Attorney General
last night are not in accordance with the
facts. We lind on looking np the official
records that there has been a gradual de-
cline since 1905. In that vear, when the
Labour Government were in office, the
excess of immigrants over emigrants was
7,617, and there has been a marked de-
cline sinee until last year had the Jowest
excess for ten vears. In 1903 the excess of
immigrants over emigrants was 7,617. In
1906, when the marvellons Rason Govern-
ment swhich promised sneh splendid
thines came into office, there was a re-
duetion to 2,251, In 1907, when the
Moore Government came into office, there
wias an actual loss by emigration of
2687. In 1907 the position was a little
hetter; there was a gain of 2,105; but
last vear. 1909, the number of immi-
grants who arrived in the State in exeess
of departures was 1.025. (ompare these
fizures tor 1969 with the Higures for 1905
‘the vear uf the Labour Govarnment.,
'Snrely the Attorney General needs no
further evidence to convinee him that the
statements he made to the House were
not as correct as they should be? Bat
we must make some latitude for the hon.
sentleman. Everybedy knows that when
he was a private member no one could
have heen severer in his eondemnation of
the Govermment, but our experience also
shuws that when he secured a Ministerial

post the Uovernment had no stronger
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supporter. Let us see what the Moore
Government have done. The Premier
has been in London since the beginning
of the year, and let us see the resnlt of
his marvellous energetie efforts in Great
Britain. For the four months ending
April, 1910, during the time the Premier,
we understood, was making such hercu-
lean efforts in London, the exeess of im-
migrants over emigrants was only 2,056,
of which 1,618 were British, while of the
remaining 438 there were 275 Asiatics,
the balance, by the way, being Italians.
Apd as significant evidence that the Pre-
mier conld have done very little, of the
Britishers referred to 90 per cent. came
from the Eastern States;: Vietoria sent
895, and South Auvstralia 642; Great
Britain sent us only 304&. What a mag-
nificent result of the labowrs of the Pre-
mier! All this eating and drinking, all
this speechifving and advertising, all this
putting on and taking off of tissue, all
this waste of time and noney resulted in
capturing 304 immigrants, some of whom
have since been eaptured by our police.
And despite all the restrictions, despite
our hostility and opposition, nearly as
many Asiatics, a few score less, came in.

Mr. Underwood: The Asiatic Govern-
ment.

My, TROY: [ suppose you, Mr. Speak-
er, and others in youthful days have read
the story of the mountain in labour. The
story goes that one day the people of a
certain conntry noticed that the earth
was quaking and that from the mountain
top a preat burst of smoke came forth,
while irees ecrashed and rocks volled
down the wmountain side. The people
gatheved in alarm and terror, thinking
that something terrible was going to
happen, and they waited until a still
more vivlent earthquake opened a eleft
in the side of the mountain, In alarm
they fell on their knees and awaited to
gee what was guing {o bappen, and at
length a tiny wee mouse poked its head
and bristles out of the cleft and ran
down the side of the wountain. That
story reminds me of the Premier’s trip
to Bngland. For several months at ban-
quets and other gatherings we are told
the Premier made violent and frenzied
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appeals 1o recognise the necessities of
Western Aunstralia and, incidentally, the
motherland. For half a mile square
the city of London was thrown into con-
fusion: jingees rushed from houses in
alarm at the discordant sounds, imagin-
ing the whole (ermany army and navy
were pulverising the city to atoms. As
the member for Forrest said, cab horses
whieh bhad stood the wear and tear of a
decade tovk fright and rushed down the
side streets, and we were told in the
Press that the police force of London
was thrown into confusion. What was
the result of this disecordant babble of
sound? A paltry few hundred immi-
grants! Tt reminds me of the old fable
azain—much ountery little outeome. The
member For Pilbara says that the policy
of the Government in vegard to Immi-
gration is more in regard to Asiatic im-
migration than in regard to immigrants
of onr own eolour and nationality. I do
not know after all whether that accusa-
tion is correet, but no doubt the member
for Pilbava has a good deal to go on,
becanse did not the Premier, at the Pre-
mier’s Corference in the Eastern Siates,
move a resolution urging the Federal
Governmeut lo remove the restrictions
on the introduetion of Asiaties to Aus-
tralia, which we are told was in the in-
terests of the pearling indusiry? Let us
inguire if it is worth while bolstering
wp this indunstry, when all the good it is
doing o the State is returning a
few pounds in revenue. while at
the same time it is demoralising
our population by the introdeetion
of the worst elements on the face
of the earth. Last year I asked for a
return. I was opposed by the member
for Kimberley. If the hon. member were
in the Chamber, T would mete ont pun-
ishmtent to him because of that opposi-
tion. The return was produced and it
showed that the revenue received for the
10 vears ending 1908 from the pearl fish-
eries in ihe North-West was £6,688.
During that 10 years the value of the
pearls and shells recovered was £1,782,-
331, vet the only revenue returned was
this paltry £6,000. We might not com-
plain if a nunber of workers were being
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employed in that industry who woeuld be
uf advantage to the State, and would as-
sist in the development of the country.
But what do we find? There are only
131 whites employed in the industry as
against 2,105 Asiaties. Is the industry
worth having with that resuli? TIs it
worth having for the few paltry thou-
sands we geb in revenue, when we re-
member particularly the contaminating
and demoralising influence of the Asia-
ties in the State?

Mr. Underwood: We get a few pounds
ont of the whisky they drink.

My, TROY : Not only have we this de-
moralising effect, but the (Govermment
have been compelled to construet hos-
pitals in the North to remove from the
aborigines the diseases which they bhave
largely got from these people; and the
inspector of factories points out that he
Ias more trouble with Asiatic factories
in Perth than with the whole bulk of the
population, and that most of the prose-
cutions have heen against these people
who are encouvaged in Western Austra-
lia by the policy of the present Govern-
ment. In the Governor’s Speech special
referenee is made to the progress of
agrieulture and the determination of the
Government to foster and exiend it. I
admit a eonsiderable sum is being spent
in this industry, but the besi means are
not being emploved in bringing abont its
developmelt. T'lere are all sorts of mad
schemes the Minister for Agrienlture has
fathered and dropped as quickly as he
has taken them wp. From dairying to
the introduction of Angora goats he has
wasted a great deal of money; and with-
out fear of coniradiction, I say that if
there is one department in Western
Australia contrelled by 2 Minister more
incompetent than any otber it is the De-
partment of Agrienlture. Has the Min-
ister been paid for the dairy cows he
purehased in the Eastern States at the
. eost of considerable money, and which
* he gave to the farmers in the State? I
know for a fact that he has not been
paid for a majority of them. The people
to whom he sold them refuse to pay be-
eanse they say they were laken in with
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the ecows. rl'ld(illl]}t('-dl}‘ they were. A
zentleman, a member of the House at the
lime, was seni to the East: and despite
the faet 1hat e was a dairyman, he had
no knowledge of dairy eattle. Theve are
members on {he Oppesition side who
have little fo say in regard to agricul-
ture but whose knowledge was muoeh
greater than lhat of the then moember
for S8wan. I wish to condemn as em-
phatically as I ani able the purchase of
the estate in the Beverley distriet from
Mr. Butcher. Only a few months ago in
London the Premier referred to the mil-
lions of acres of vaeant land awaiting
the selector. If we have these millious
of acres of vaeaut land why the need
for paving £3 per aere for an estate in
the Beveiley distriet, when the people
who buy ibat land from the Government
later on will be eompelled to pay £7 per
aere for it? But it is the same old policy
of the Government. The member for
Canning (Mr. Gordon) will remember
the purchase of the Dudewa estate near
Arrino, in which he was concerned and
interested. The Blinister for Agrieal-
ture will remember the purchase of the
Narra Tarra and Oakabella estates. The
Attorney General will remember the pur-
chase of the Qakabella estate for which
the Government paid teo much.

Mr. Gordon: On a point of order, T
would like to draw attention to the fact
that Sir Newton Moore was not Premier
when the Dudewa estate was purchased.

Mr. TROY: I made no reference to
Sir Newton Moove. 1 made reference to
the poliecy now being carried out, which
is the same as the policy carried out by
the Tory crowd in power for the
last twenly years, selling the land,
building railways 1o enhance its
value, and then buying it back at
a value made for it by the people
and eompelling the farmers to pay
a rmaneh higher rate than they should
reasonably be asked to pay. That
is the policy I eondemned, and it is
now being followed by the present Gov-
ernment. We had the resignation of the
virtuons Mr. Buteher, the member for
Gascoyne, the gentleman who resigned
becanse he had sold his property to the
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Government, but who, in resigning, tovk
special care that his resignation went in
too late for any other person to ecatch
a boat and oppose him. He skipped to
his distriet in the last boat and no time
was lost in baving a poll taken. It was
an absolute farce, and if the member for
Gascoyne and the Government expect to
get off easily by hypoerisy of that charac-
ter they are very much mistaken. The
Government ave showing a very marked
difference in their freatment of the two
great industries, mining and agrieulture.
There ean be no denying the fact that if
the mining indunstry were taken away
from the State the position here wonld be
very bad. Despite all talk of the expense
of agrienlture, which we welecome, and
have assisted in bringing about by grant-
ing authority to build railways in agri-
eultural distriets and by other means, yet
it must not be forgotten that if the min-
ing industry is neglected this country will
2o back to the old days of stagnation.
This is what the Government ave
bringing about. There has heen a

considerable falling off in expendi-
fure on mining sinee 1904-3, both
from rvevenue and from loan. Dur-

ing the year the Labom Government were
in office the sum spent in mining develop-
ment from revenue was £230,000, while
the Moore Government spent last
year only £147,000, or nearly #£100,-
000 less. That shows the difference
in  the treatment now meted out
to the industry. There is also a
cunsiderable fallivg off shown in
the expenditure from loan. In 1907 the
Government spent from loan in the de-
elopment ,of mining £93,000, and in the
development of agrienlture £158,000. In
1908 they spent £49,000 in the develop-
ment of mining, and £62,000 in the de-
velopment of agriculture, while last year
year they spent £57,000 in the develop-
ment of mining and £106,000 in the de-
velopment of agriculture, Despite these
things, despite the hostility and the
opposition of the Government, despite the
fact that Ministerial candidates have de-
nonneed it, the mining indmsiry is
flourishing in many portions of the State,
hat not throngh any assistance from the
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Government. The yearly total may show a
slight falling off, but a larger number of
men are employed. Last year the num-
ber employed was 18,356, being an in-
crease of 1,070 as compared with the pre-
vions year, while the wages these people
earned amounted to over £3,000,000 for
the year. The East Murchison district
shows a considerable inerease, and during
the past few years the Black Range dis-
triet has produeed £750,000 worth of gold.
The new field at Youanme, and the de-
velopments at Meekatharra and Mount
Magnet are of a character which gives the
lie direct fo “Jeremiahs® like N. W.
Harper, whom the Government supported
as a fit man to represent Western Austra-
lin in the Federal Parliament. Any pros-
perity we enjoy now is due largely to the
mining industry, and the prosperity of
the State for many years to come will
depend upon that industry. A further
proof of the stability of the industry is
that the mining revenue is not falling off
to any appreciable extent, only about

£2,000 for the year. The revenue
from publie battery sources has in-
creased by £9,000. In  spite of

maladministration, in spiie of the un-
sympathetic attitude of the Government,
particularly the Minister eontrolling the
department, who gave the hattery system
almost its death blow by increasing the
charges, and by the new regula-
tions. the industry is still making
headway. I had intended to refer at
greater length and purpose to the adminis-
tration, the unsympathetic adminstration,
of the Minister for Mines who, however,
is so diseourteous as to leave his ehair
on every occasion when attacked, so that
there is little use in making complaints
in this Chamber, We must make com-
plaints in the country, and despite the
devious methods employed by the Minis-
ter to bolster up his seat for the last nine
or 10 years, despite the efforts he made
to buy back that seat, there is no doubt
he is no longer a welcome guest in the
Menzies electorate.  When the present
superintendent of batteries was ap-
pointed there was an assurance given
that he would make marked changes,
would get better resnlts, and wounld give
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the prospeetor better conditions. The only
result is that battery charges have been
increased, and that the systesn bas been
made less beneficial to the prospeetors.
This was done because there was a paltry
loss of £2000 during one year.
The system has produced nearly
£3,000,000 worth of gold to the
people of the country., Had it not
been for the battery system we should not
have the flourishing district of Black
Range with a population of 2,000; there
would have been no Meekatharra to-day;
there would not have been the present
great develrpments at Yovanme. 1 give
the Minister full eredit for putting a
battery at Youanwme, despite the op-
position aml reports of  the assistant
Government Geologist, but surely this sys-
tem deserves preater encouragement, es-
pecially as it has brought about so much
development in so short a period, 1
would reter, for the Minister’s edification,
to the increasing habit of giving exemp-
tions, There was a time when the Minis-
ter was a strong opponent of the Forrest
Government who gave exemptions when-
ever they were asked for. In those days
the number of exemptions granted, the
numher of leases held by companies who
put them to no use whatever, was nothing
less than a seandal, and I remember hear-
ing the present Minister strongly denoun-
cing that action on the part of the then
Government, but the position to-day is
exactly similar to what it was at that
time. T have been to Lake Way recently,
and found a laree number of leases there
under almost eontinuous exemptions,
or exemption by coneentration of labonr.
Some of ihese exemptions have lasted for
two years. A large number of promis-
ing properties there are under exemption.
They are owned largely by Mr.
Morgans and Mr. De Bernales, If
a emmpany had to get exemption
before a warden # would he a
different matter, as there wmight he some
good reason for it; but what I stroogly
object to is this habit of giving exemp-
tions from the office in Perth, before
the people in the loeality are notified, or
without the application being referred to
the warden. This canses a scandal in
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connection with the adninistration of the
department, If the returns are examined
it wiil be found that, repeatedly, consecu-
tive terms of 14 days exemption are
granted withont any reference to the
warden, or without the knowledge of the
people in the locality affected. I can
give an example in my own électorate
where 14 days exemption was granted
by the department without it being war-
vanted in the sligltest degree. The eri-
cles mine at Gullewa, formerly known as
the Phoenix, had counsiderable spells of
exemption,  The Minister granted ex-
emptions time after time, the excuse off-
erect for the application being that the
nine was being rold to the Vietory United
company which earried on operations at
Coddingwarra, Despite the sworn state-
ments of those people I do not believe
the transfer has been made.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is
under exemption now,

Mr. TROY: I know it is nnt to-day,
but T want to show lLiow exemption ean
be obtained under false pretences. When
the enmpany stavted the miners worked
for four weeks without pav, they then
zave the manager a week's notice, saying
that if they did not get their wages then
they wonld cease work. They worked
five weeks in all, bui as theve was no pay
fortheoming thiey knocked off. They lad
to wait another week before oeiting their
nunney, and in the meantime the manager
wired down for 14 days' exemption on
the plen that there was no lahour avail-
able: as a matter of fact. the whole
eounfry was swarming with labour. With-
ont any inqury, without consulting the
warden of the Murehison, or the police

not

official who is the acting mining
registrar at  Yalgoo. exemption for
i4 davs was granted.  When the
period had expired, and the men
again offered their services they were
told they were not wanted. The

resnlt to-day is that all persons working
in that mine, with the exception of ohe
Swede and one German. are Italians: the
only Britishers are the manager, the
bMlacksmith, the engine-driver. and the
assayer, I want to ask the Minister who
gave the exemption, and what reason was
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offered for gving it. Is that the manner
in which the Mines Department is being
administered? It is nothing but a ery-
ing seandal. | believe that the exemption
was not given by the Minister, but by the
under secretary—an under secretary whe
is not in toueh with the people, and be-
cause of that kind of thing we have min-
ing developrient receiving a check, and
an injustice being done. That is a posi-
tion of affairs which I cannot too strongly
eondeman. 11 is due to the faet, as I
have pointed out. that the departmental
heads are actually the Ministers, and the
Ministers are mere mechanical toys. In
his speech the other night, the Minister
for Mines insinuated that the member for
Cuwe did nothing with regard to assisting
the Royal Commission whiclr was inquir-
ing into miners’ phthisis. Evervbody in
this eountry knows, and the Minister cau-
not get them fo blelieve otherwise, that
the man who is responsible for the ap-
pointment of that Commission is the
roermber for (Cue. They know, that de-
spite the opposition of the Minister him-
gelf who said that miner’s phthisis did
not exist to any extent, Mr. Heitmann
fought the suhject for months, and the
appointment of the Commission is a
staniding memorial to lis perseverance
and pluek, The Minister endeavoured
alse to make the objections between Mr.
Montgomery and the member for Cue a
personal one. As one who recently
visited Day Dawn, I want to say that ihe
publie were dissatisfied with "Mr, Mont-
gomery's veport, and whilst that ofticer
reported that the disease did not exist to
any extent, and whilst he eounld find no
persons there suffering from the disease,
since that time at least three persons
have been sent to the sanatorium at Cool-
gardie and one of them has actually died
there as the result of the disease. I de-
precate the insinnations of the Minister
with regard to the attilude adopted, and
the work accomplished hy the member
for Cue. The Minister for Mines is evi-
dently not one of those of whom Butler
writes as holding—
* No torture 8o great as shame,
Anpd to slay waa lesa than to defame.”

In the Speech, His Majesty has said,
“My advisers regret that the financial
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agreement which was the outcome of
several inter-State eonferences, and wulti-
mately adopted by the Federal Parlia-
ment, was rejected. . . The solution of
this most important problem now rests
with the Federa! Parliament.” and T say
to that, thank God! In this connection
1 want to condemn the aetion of the Gov-
earnment, and the Premier, in utilising
the people’s money to ecirenlate state-
ments among the people nf the State
during the last Federal elections. This
Cabinet leallet which I have before me
was an endeavour to praclise on {he peo-
ple a gross deception, and T will prove
that by extracts which T shall read from
it. I want in the first place to say that
the Grovernment are not entitled to ntilise
the money of the people for party pur-
poses. They are Ministers of the Crown
by a majority not of the people, but of
the members elected to this House.
They are entrusted with the duty of see-
ing that the moneys of the people are
spent in ihe best possible manner, and
their conduct in utilising the people’s
money in eudeavouring to mislead the
people is not to my mind an hanourable
proceeding. What I shall read is what
I shall call a deliberate lie to the people
of Western Australia. The leaflet states—

Under the agreement we should re-
ceive about £600,000 a year, and if
thnse moneys be not veceived, the Gov-
crnment cannot earry on, since no
Government could find means of ve-
placing thera.

They told the people of Western Aus-
tralia unless they got this money, aud
unless the people voted for the agresment
the Government could not carry on. We
find the Government to-day in defiance
of this statenient hanging on like leeches
to their seais on the Tieasury hench,

The Minister for Mines: Does it say
anything after ‘‘earrving on''?

Mr. TROV: It savs—

Since no Government eould find
means of replacing it. :

Is that net another deliberate lie? The
Government of this eountry have a poor
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opinion of the intelligence of the elee-
tors of Wesiern Aunstralia. [t goes on—
Unification would follow—Govern-
ment of the State not by onr own Par-
liament, which would be swept away,
but by ihe Federal Parliament.
Is not that a deliberate lie? Has Unifica-
tion followed? Did the Government
really think Unifieation wonld follow?
Were they justified in utilising the
people’s money in telling that deliberate
lie? The member for Murray has some-
thing lo answer for in this direetion,
The hon. memher who tonred this ecoun-
try in the interests of his party got
away inte ihe far back towns where he
euvnld noi be reported and denounced the
members on this side of the House,
Mr. George: I shall be glad if the hon.

member will give the names of the
places, amd what was said.
Mr. TROY: I will give them. The

hon. member said in eonnection with the
election for the Swan that Mr. O'Loghlen
was a fairly good man, but he was
mizxed up with a very bad crowd.

Mr. George: Whoever told you that
told you an absolute and deliberate lie.

Mr. TROY: Is the hon. member in
order in saying that T told a lie?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order.

Mr. George: T said that those who told
him that, told him a deliberate lie. The
words I used at Bunbury were—

Mr. TROY: Mr. Speaker, is the hon.
member in arder in making this explana-
tion? 1If he is in order I will sit down.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for
Murray rose to a point of order he has
the prior right to speak. I would like
to know what the peint of order is.

Mr. George: The member for Mount
Magnet charged the member for Mur-
ray with having stated eertain things in
connection with the party to which the
member for Mt. Magnet belongs.

Mr. Bath: My. Speaker, T rise to a
point of order. YWhat the member for
Murray is endeavonring to do is to make
a personal explanation,

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for

Murray mnst confine himself to the point
of order.
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Mr. Bath: A personal explanation ¢an
only be made at this stage with the per-
mission of the member speaking.

Mr. George: I am snry if I have con-
travened the rules of the House, but I
thought that 1 should correet the hon.
memher before he made any more of
these extravagant statements.

Mr. Troy: | must appeal, Mr. Spesaker
to you who preside over this Honse, to
tell me wheiher I am in arder or not. If
I am not in order I shall sit down, and
allow the member for Murray to con-
tinue.

Mr. SPEAEKER: I understood the
member for Murray was rising to a
point of order, but I cannot allow him to
make an explanation at this stage.

Mr. George: Is the member for M¢.
Magnet in order in making a statement
about myself which is uot ecorrect? I
am prepared to say what T aetnally said,
and surely no one can object to that.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for
Murray has raised a point of order, or
has stated that what amother hon. mem-
ber has said with regard to himself is
not correct, then that hon. member must
accept the contradietion and withdraw.
I do not know whether the member for
Mt. Magnet was correet or not, but he
must aecept the contradiction.

Mr. TROY: In conformity with the
rules of the House I shall withdraw, but
I feel ihat the Standing Order is ex-
ceedingly stupid which makes an hon.
member withdraw that which he feels to
be absolutely correet. 1 have always
recognised this Standing Order as a
most ridicalons one, and it is not one
which will conduce to the higher moral-
ity of this Chamber, or encourage mem-
bers here ta bluntly speak the truth, and
sbame the devil. Continuing my remarks
may [ still further refer to this leaflet
which wag printed by the Government at
the people’s expense, and utilised for
party purposes? The people are told in
conelusion—

Be assured, rejection of the agree-
ment will inevitably invelvé early Uni-
fieation.

Could there be a more deliberate lie?
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The Minister for Mines: That is hardly
Parliamentary.

Mr. SPEAEER: The hon. member
bas not been stating that the Govern-
ment have told deliberate lies; he is us-
ing a printed document from outside, and
he is entitled to say what he thinks about
it. 1 do not however consider that he is
aliogether respectful in continually using
the same expression, If he had charged
the Govermmnent with telling a deliberate
lie, I would have made him withdraw and
apologise.

Me, TROY: I am referring to the
leaflet, and I ean understand that hon.
mewhers sitting on the Treasury hench
and those members who supported them
are very diffident abont anything that is
brought prominently forward in soch a
way.

The Minister for Mines: Not a bit.

Mr. TROY: I will withdraw my re-
marks with regard to the Minister for
Mines, beeause I know nothing which
would bring the blush of shame to his
cheeks.  Depariing from the leaflet, I
want to make a few remarks with re-
gard to the attitude of the Government
through the Aeting Premier in connee-
tion with the Transeontinental railway.
I cannot sufficiently condemn the indis-
eretion of the Acting Premier in leading
the public of Australia to believe that the
Government of Western Australia were
prepared to carry out that work. I per-
sonally was not misled by the speeches
of the Acting Premier, I felt it was
hyprocrisy for the Government, which
ceannot find sufficient money to meet the
immediate necessities of their own com-
munity, to talk about building the Trans-
eontinental railway. T eannot help be-
lieving that behind the Aecting Premier’s
words there was a sinister motive, that
his words were intended to have no other
effect than to alienate support from the
representatives in the Federal Parlia-
ment. Those in the Eastern States who
believe that we desire this railway, and
who would vote for the railway will find
the responsibility removed from their
shonlders when they are told that

the Western Anustralian Government
is prepared to build it right off.

B liv

Now I am perfectly sure myself that the
Governmenl and the Acting Premier are
afraid that the Fedeval Labour Govern-
ment will themselves build this raibway,
and so prove that they can do in a few
vears what Forrest and his erowd have
talked about for the last twelve vears.
Forrvest and his party have talked about
building this railway for the past twelve
vears, but thal has been the sum total
of their achievement. [ am amazed that
such hypocrisy shonld be put in the Gov-
ernor's mouth; because this Parliament
has no intention of building the railway,
and the Government have even less. In
connection with the appoiuting of the
Railway advisory Board the Government
say the board will prove valuable; hut na-
tarally their reports must depend largzely
upon the inshruetions given them by the
Government. Yor instance, if the Gov-
ernment tell this board to furnish a re-
port on a purely agrienltural railway the
board cannot go beyond these instruc-
tions, although, perhaps, that railway
should serve pastoral and mining inter-
ests as well as agrienltural. Take the
extension of the Wongan Hills line:
This board have instruetions that that
is to be regarded as an agrieultural rail-
way, and therefore their report must be
based on the possibilities of agriculture
in the distriet through which the line
will pass. Thuas restricied the board
ean give no report other than one treat-
ing the projeet as an agricultural rail-
way, although that railway should be
designed for the purpose of developing
all three of the wining, pastoral, and
agriculiural industries. Unless the board
have such comprehensive instruetions
they eannot return a report satisfactory
to the House. Again, where does the
board eome in when the Minister for
Agriculture has already announced that
the junetion of the line is to be Mullewa?
What power have the board when the
Minister for Agpgrienlture has already
announced where the junction is te be
made? And, if T remember righily, the
Attorney General is not altogether a
stranger to that secret, if secret it can
be cailed. This milway shonld serve the
agrienltural industry just so far as agri-
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culture extends North, after which it
should serve the mining industry by pro-
viding facilities for the cheaper trans-
portution of mining material. Last
evening the Attorney General eloquently
denvunced the Lahour Government in re-
gard to their railway poliey. He stated
emphatieally that that Government had
announeced no policy and were responsible
for no poliey in regard to railway con.
struction to assist either agrieultural or
mining development. Now, if I said that
was a lie I would be eompelled to with-
draw it; so [ propose to prove that what
he sail s not correet by reading the
speech nrade by the then Labour Pre-
mier, Mr. Daglish, on May 20th, 1905,
at Subiaea. On that oecasion Mr., Dag-
lish said--

In regard to other works the Gov-
ernment are determined to pursne a
poliey of encouraging agricultaral set-
tlement by every means at their dis-
posal and partieularly by reeommend-
ing and urging on the consiruction of
railway lines in our agrienltural dis-
tricts. Evervone knows it 1s impos-
sible for us to get settlers to go mueh
oufzide the 13 or 20-mile limit of the
railways, ov if they do go outside that
district the cost they have to incur for
carriage is so great as to render it
almost impossible to opevate success-
fulls. In order to encourage land set-
tlement we reecognise it is necessary
for ns (o construet light lines of rail-
ways in {hese promising agrieultural
distriets.

That was the poliey of the Daglish Gov-
ernment as anmounced at Subiaco in
May, 1905. Then Mr. Daglish proposed
certain railways, and I find that all the
railways announced by the then leader
of tiie Labour party and which were in-
cluded in the policy of the Labour party
have since been adopted by the gentle-
men now occupyving the Ministerial
benelies,  There was the Norseman-
Coolgardie railway, the Port Hedland-
Nulagine railway, and the Black Range
railway. The Jandakot railway was
constrneted by the Labour Goveriment.
as was also the Collie-Narrogin railway.
And again. even such important works
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as the Fremantle dock and the ereetion
of grain sheds at Fremantle for the
storage of wheat were initiated by the
Labour Government. Now what did the
party of whieh the present Minister for
Mines was & member do when Mr. Dag-
lish brought forward his policy? Mr.
Rasoo denounced it as a ‘‘reckless gallop
poliey,’’ and in opposition to that pulicy
he moved in this House a vote of no-
confidenece. That motion was supported
by every member sitting at that time on
the Opposition side. Every member who
supported the Rason party opposed this
poliexy initiated by the Labour Govern-
ment. The present Minister for Mines,
the Attorney Gieneral, the Minister for
Works, the (tovernment whip and every
member who. to-day, sits on that side of
the House and who was then in Parlia-
ment opposed this policy and supporied
the motion of no-confidence. Every nme
of them voted zgainst this poliey, and
yet throngh the Attorney General the
Government to-day claim to have heen the
initiators of that poliey. The official re-
cords prove beyond all question that the
Labour party first gave birth to the idea
of extending the development of asrienl-
tural and goldfields railways: and, more-
over, they left £2,000,000 to their succvs-
sors to earry on that poliecy. These ideas
were first pnt forward as proposals by
the Labonr Government, and were de-
nouneed by the party who now ocenpy
the Ministerial benehes and who were
then a party of carping erities with,
apparenily, only one aim in life,
namely. the vilifying of the Labour Gov-
ernment. If this poliey initiated by the
Labour Government has since been
adopted by our opponents we are justi-
fied in asserting that the light which
gradually filtered into the minds of the
members opposite was shed by the la-
bour party. It was the light shed by the
Labour party which illumined and dis-
pelled the darkmess from the musty re-
cesses of the minds of members oppos
site; and has not this been the case right
through Australian polities during the
last 20 wyears? Last evening the Af-
torney General endeavoured, mot too
successfully, to make much capital out
of the evidence given by the member for
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Brown Hill, speaking as be then did on
behalf of the (oldfields Trades and La-
bour Council. To compel the utilisation
of the lands along existing railways that
conncil advoecated the imposition of a
Jand tax. Suoch a measure was then op-
posed by every member now sitting on
the Ministerial side of the House. The
Ministry have sinece been compelled
to adopt the progressive policy of
the Labour party in regard to the
enactment of a land and income tax;
and they have been compelled to drum
their supporters iuto the adoption
of that policy even againsi their prio-
ciples and their promises to the electors.
It is recognised thronghout Auvstralia by
all writers of politieal economy, by all
advanced thinkers. that the Labour party
is the advanced and progressive political
party. The party represented by those
opposite have never yet made an advance
in politics, except by necessity of c¢om-
pulsion, in which case they have always
been kicked forward by the heavy boot
of public apinion. Now in regard fo
poliey and ideas the party opposite are
the plagiarists of politics; and that char-
acleristic is conspienously represented in
the Attornex (Feneral who himself, bank-
rupt of ideas and prineciples, has appro-
priated those of a dead man, and not
only appropriated the ideas and prin-
¢iples of a dead man, hut the very lan-
suage in which to express them. Now may
I be allowed to say a word and parti-
cularly in vegard to the much debated
Esperance railway. In this connection I
want to commend my remarks to hon.
members supporting that railway. I be-
lieve in the principle that every port
should have the trade of its own hinter-
land, that no port shonld be denied that
justice. Esperance is one of those ports,
and T say to the advocates of the Esper-
ance railway that example is alwavs bet-
ter than precept and that while they ask
for justice to be done to Esperance they
should remember also the Lawlers-Black
Range railway and agree that similar jus-
tice shonld be done to Geraldton. Let
them do that and they will veceive the
sapport of all broad-minded men whe
ltold the opinion that every distriet
should he given facilities for transport

standing
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to its own natural port. Seeing that they
urge tlis in regard to Norseman, surely
they will not deny the right to other parts
of the State. I want to say a few words
in regard to the proposed legislation. An
amendment ¢of the Constitution is again
announced. The Government are going
to make another effort to reduce the fran-
chise for the election of members to the
other House. The Governmeni have
been poing to do this for the last seven
years to my knowledge, hut have
never suceeeded. Strange to say, when-
ever an election oceurs to the other place
we find that the conservative eandidates
always announce themselves
supporters of the present Government.
But how can they be supporters of the
Government and still be opposed to the
policy of the Government in regard to the
reduetion of the franchise to the other
House? It is neither. logieal nor reason-
able to expect that any intellizent body
of persons will believe such a statement.
The declining influence of the State Par-

- liament is due to the fact that the Gov-

ernment 18 not sincere, and that the
other House dominates legislation. And
this other House is representative of a
mere handfnl of people. In the Metro-
politan Provinee where there are 8,000
Legislative Couneil electors and 19,000
Assembly electors, only 6 per cent. of the
Assembly electors and 14 per cent. of the
Clonneil electors voted at the last Couneil
election. Yet Mr. Kingsmill, representing-
that provinee in the other House, and
tlns representing only 14 per cent. of the
electors, has a larger say in respect to
legislation than have five members in this
Chamber. Hon. members in that place
have always opposed progressive legisla-
tion. Ts it any wonder that the people
are turning their faces to the Federal
Parliament, where there is some possi-
bitity that their ideals will be aecom-
plished? In the Federal Parliament we
find that much of the law and much of
the politics entrusted to the States are
There would bave
been no Federal land tax if it were not
for the opposition of the Upper Houses
in the other States, and of this State also,
to land taxation, and the States wounld
not have been deprived of the revenue.
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Again with industrial legislation, the
Federal Parliament representing all the
people is being entrusted with those
powers formerly belonging to the States;
also with regard to Stale bankidg the
Federal Government are carrying out the
policy and will receive the revenue wiich
would have gone to the States had it not
been for the reactionary attitude of the
Upper Houses of the States, I do not
intend to say much in regard to the re-
distributionn of seats; I shall wait until
the measure is introduced; but knowing
that the present Government by hook or
crook will hang an to their places, I have

not the slightest doubt it will be a mea--

sure for the purpose of dishing the La-
bour party. The Ministerial party have
now more representation than they are
entitled to. They hold 28 seats elected
on a smaller population than the 22 Op-
position members vepresent. There ave
at least 10 Ministerial seats for elector-
ates in which the population is lower
than 2,000, while there are only five seats
held by the Labour party for electorates
where the electors are less than 2,000 in
number. Let me conclude by a reference
to something the Government have made
no meniion of, that is in regard to indus-
trial legislation. For the last four years
I have done my uimost in the Honse to
compel the Government to adopl some
measures to alleviate the eondition of our
industrial workers in the Citv, and to ve-
move the sweating which exists in our
midst. 1 netice thaf the National Politi-
eal League have established a tearoom
where they give these unfortunate work-
ers tea for a penny a eup, while their
employers ecompel them to work for
sweating wages. By this means they hope
to induce these unfortunate peoplee to
vote for the league. But they are mis-
taken, because the peoplee who belong to
the league are the employers who ask
these women to wark for 10s. a week.

Mr. Brown: Those are the people you

are bleeding for subseriptions each week.

excuse the in-

Mr. TROY : I can
terruption  of the rvepresentative for
Perthh  because he las never repre-

sented these unfortunate people whose
votes he asks for at the general
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election. He comes lere year after
vear, and if his voice is ever heard
it is heard in defence of the party that
keep those unfortunate people on sweat-
ing wages. Be it to his eternal shame
that he has never said one word in the
House in an endeavour to alleviate their
conditions and sufferings. The report
issued by Dr. Hope, the Principal Medical
Officer, is interesting and must be edify-
ing reading for members supporting the
Government. He points ont that he is
unable to attend to the adwinistration of
the Factories Aet and the Early Closing
Act because he has not sufficient inspee-
tors. The Premier promised last year
that a female inspector would be ap-
pointed, bat that promise has not been
kept. Aeccording to Dr. Hope there are
7,000 women engaged in factories and
shops in Perth and no effort is made to
superintend their work or look after their
conditions.

Mr. Seaddan: Who is their representa-
tive?

Mr. TROY : While these people remain
in ignorancee and accept a cup of tea and
do oot fight for their rights they will be
represented by the member for Perth. I
spent weeks in going round the Cibty try-
ing to get information in order to present
a report to the House so as to improve the
condition of these workers. I and other
members of a select committee recom-
mended eertain means by whieh their eon-
ditions could be alleviated; but the Gov-
ernment supported by the hon. member
have never given our report any consider-
ation, thongh two members of the Govern-
ment side were members of the committee
and unanimously endorsed the recommen-
dations of the committee. In econeclusion,
lei me eommend the member for Kalgoor-
lie for his speech. I shall always have a
ligch respect and esteem for the member
who, ne matter on what side of the House
he sits, will speak his honest opinions
with regard to any Government or any
party. The member for Kalgootlie has
eritteised the policy of the Government
though he is one of their supporters. As
an ex-member of the Moore Government
he is in a position to know the faults of
the Government, and I commend his
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attitude to other members on the Govern-
ment side. Despite the fact that the At-
torney General says they are not tied I
hope they will give some evidence of the
fact. Let them not be like damb, driven
cattle, let them get up and speak their
opinions and fight for them in the best
interests of the country and they cannot
go wrong. Why should the Government,
a Government of this character, be kept in
office receiving the vote of the member for
Canning because le is Government Whip?
Do I not remember that when the hon.
member was rejected from the post of
Whip he said he was going to leave the
party and he denounced the Government?
Now he sits in ahject support of the Gov-
ernment because he is Ministerial Whip.
Let members on the Government side uti-
lise their freedom and not keep the Gov-
ernment in power if the Government are
not deserving of their confidence. I have
heard members on the Government side
say the Government do not enjoy their
confidence, and that tle Government do
not act in the best interests of the coun-
try; while metobers who come into the
House like the member for Murray, and
are going to play the dickens—well, now
the lamb sits down with the lion,

Mr. Geovge: 1 have never made a
statement that 1 was going to play the
dickens with the Government, or anyone
else. It is another misstatement the hon.
member has made, and I ask you, Mr.
Speaker, to call on him to withdraw.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member
must withdraw.

Mr. TROY : It does not matter.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must withdraw,

Mr. TROY: T withdraw; but it is only
another evidence of the stupidily of the
Standing Order which compels me to do
so. T hope that whatever legislation is
introduced this session due consideration
will be given to it, and that it will not be
approached with the opinions of members
already fixed, as unfortunately too much
legistation has been approached in the
past by members on the Government side
of the House. Let us dizeuss important
measures withont party prejudices and let
us do our hest for the ecountry as a whole.
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Mr. Underwood: Mr. Speaker, let me
call attention to the fact that the mace
is not on the Table. I presume the whole
debate is out of order. .

[The Sergeant-at-Arms replaced the
mace on the Table.]

Mr. BATH (in explanation): Before
any other speaker addresses himself
to the motion, I desire, under the
rule by which a member is entitled to
make a personal explanation, to make
what is not an explanation so much as it
is a statement. During the course of the
speech of the Attorney General last night
he proceeded to read extracts from evi-
dence which I gave before the Royal
Commission on Immigration, and he said,
preliminary to reading that extract, these
words—

That gentleman was called as a wit-
ness on behalf of the Trades and
Labour Couneil of the Eastern Gold-
fields, and he was invited to give a
statement as to the views of those le
represented. This is what he said:
“‘They also,”’ that is, the Trades and
Labour Council, for 1 presume their
views were his and the views of mem-
bers opposite——

I combated that statement, and the
Attorney General further remarked—

I aw not aware of any sentence in
this statement in which the hon. mem-
ber pointed oot that ihe views he ex-
pressed were not his own views; but
if he ean guide me to such a sentence
I shall be very glad to read it.

T said that if the Attorney General had
read all the evidence he would have found
it, for it was contained in the statement.
The Attornev General further said—

I have read the whole of the state-
ment, but not the whole of the evi-
dence, and that remark may have been
elicited from any cross-examination. I
have only read the opening statement.

The opening statement T gave before the
Roval Commission was as follows:—

By the Chairman: You are repre-
sentative. T understand, of the Trades
and Labour Couneil of the Eastern
Goldfields?—1 have been asked by
them to give evidenee in their hehalf.
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Have you read what has been pub-

lished with regard to the evidence
. taken by this Commission ?—I have not

read all of it. I bave read some of it

that has appeared at different times,

We should be glad if yon eould give
1o the Commission the views that you
are delegated to give from the T'rades
and Labour Council; the view they
lake of the guestion of immigration as
evidenced by the work of the Commis-
sion so far’—

I proceeded to give their statement and
gave cerfain of their views, and as there
was more than one view I said,.“They
also” as the statement of the Trades and
Labour Couneil. At the conelusion of
the statement, and before any examina-
tion, I said, “Those are practically the
views which the Trades and Labour
Couneil asked me to place before you.”
At the eonclusion of the evidence 1 was
asked by Mr. Watts—

Would your council not prefer that
instead of the clearing being done he-
forehand, for which work others wounld
be paid, a man should be able to get
assistance from the Agrieultural Bank
and do the work himself, thereby being
kept on his own land?

I replied—

I could not say exactly what would
be the eouncil’s opinion on that matter,
becaunse I am merely piving their state-
ment in regard to the proposed experi-
ment of clearing land. that thex think
it would be advantageous. Yon must
understand that I have not diseussed
with them all the possible questions that
would arise out of a relief of that kind.
So far as my own individual opinions
are concerned, I would rather reserve
them for any praectical discussion of
the question in Parliament.

T cannot find terms strong enongh to
characterise the deception praetised by
the Attorney General last night in his at-
tempt to misrepresent me and other mem-
hers of the party.

Mr. Gordon: On a point of ovder. Ts
the member right in addressing the House
as well as giving an explanation?

AMr. SPEAKER: He must be allowed
a little latitude if he thinks he has suf-
fered an injustice.
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Mr. BATH: The Attorney General
quoted from the statement without refer-
ence to the context. He knew to the con-
trary, becanse he had read the opening
statement. The opinions therein were
those of the Trades and Labour Council.
but he endeavoured to mislead the House
by sngyesting they were my views. Fur-
ther, if he had not read the whole of the
evidence he shonld never have attempted
to use in this House the statements T made
withont first baving aequainted himself
with all 1 said on that oecasion. If he
had done so he would have read the
sentenee in whieh I said I would prefer to
reserve Ty own opinions for a praetieal
disenssion of the question in Parliament.

Mr. DAGLISH (Subiaco): TUnlike the
member for Kalgoorlie who spoke this
afternoon, I am one of those who doubt
the advantage to the public or the ad-
vantage to members of having a dis-
cussion on the Address-in-Reply, and I
think the time will soon come when
members will realise that the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply to the Governor's
Speech may well be considered as purely
& formal matter, to be moved, seconded,
and carried, without discussion, unless the
Opposition of the day desire to make that
occasion one on which to challenge the
existence of the Government by a no-
confidence motion. The opportunity is
now taken on the Address.in-Reply to
discuss administration which will later
on be discussed on the Estimates again,
when we will get & rehash of part of the
Address-in-Reply  apeeches. Advantage
is also taken of the opportunity to dis-
cuss legislation of which we have no de-
tails before us, and which, therefore, we
are only able to discuss on bare assumyp-
tion, and I think a presat deal of valuable
time is lost that might be given to the
adequate consideration of measures which
are rushed through, perhaps, at a late
atage of the session. because of the weeks
we spend at the opening on a discussion
that leads to nothing at all.  Holding this
opinion I would ant have ventured to
rise on this occasion hut for the faet that
the Attornev General. when speaking
last night, ¢hoose to bring in, quite un-
necessarily, in my opinion. certain refer-
ences to the Labour Government of 1004
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5, of which I happened to be the head, and
made s comparison between the work of
that Government and the result of its
work, and the work and the result thereof
of those (lovernments which have follow.
ed. The words of the member to which
I more particularly object were these—

Had the Labour Government dis-
played the same political courage a=
the DMoore CGovernment. had they
launched out upon a bold policy of
public works, had they shown the
people they had confidence in the coun-
try, the people would have shown con-
fidence in them.

Of course, the usual interjection was
made in regard to ‘‘mark-time,” and
there was the usual insinuation that the
Government had been cowardly and
had been incompetent. It is some years
since I had the pleasurs of sitting with
those who were associated with me in
that Ministry, and although we are now
divided by the gangway of the House, I
want to say that on any charges made
against the Ministry of which we were
joint members T am willing to accept
my fair share of responsibility, and 1
am ready to stand shoulder to shoulder
and side by side with them just asif T
were now on the same side of the House.
As 8 matter of fact, our difference is
mainly that of party anethods and
management, and the principles I enun-
ciated while at the head of that Ministry
and & member of the Labour party,
before and afterwards, are, with wvery
small exceptions, the principles I hold
and advocate at the present time. The
sllegation was made that our lack of
spirited public works and development
policy at that time was the cause of our
going down as a Clovernment, the cause
of our failure to obtain the support of
the people.  As a matter of fact. I think
if we had gone to the people as a Covern-
ment we would have obtained their
support. Whether that be so or not
it is impossible to say, but I know we
suffered from & somewhat uncommon
complaint in politiecs—modesty, and
however becoming that complaint may
be, it does not make political success.
Perhaps if some of our successors had
[12}
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suffered from the same complaint they
would never have achieved some of the
successes they have accomplished. With
regard, however, to this ‘' mark-time "
policy, which is being so often dragged
forward unnecessarily as a means of
making party capital either by one side
or the other, I may ray that I am very
tired of it. I want to tell members that
the “ mark-time" policy was the only
possible policy that could have been
adopted at the time, although it would
have been possible 1o keep back the fact
upon which it was based and to avoid
using the phrase, which after all is the
cause of the attack, when speaking to
the public. The whole cause of com-
pleint rade against this ‘° mark-time ”
policy is due to a certain paragraph
which I will now read to the House.
It appeared in the speseh delivered by
me at Subiaco on the 24th August, 1904,
and is as follows ;—

At the moment party politics are

less important, and a recognition of
the need for economy and a courage
to insist upon it are vital requirements
you have & right to expect from your
Ministers. This Ministry is prepared
to handle firmly this financial problem.
We recognise at present that a spirited
public works policy so advantageous
in forraer years, so popular at all
times, must be abandoned. A period
of financial rest and recuperation is
required by the State. It is hoped
we shall require only to mark time
for a short period, and that a forward
march may then be resumed.
It is natural to anticipate that a delay
in cerrying out those public works
which are needed—some already
authorised by Parliament—will not
add to the popularity of the Ministry.
That section of the public directly
affected by a policy of economy will
always dislike those who inaugurate
it.  Our satisfaction will be in the
reflection that we are in power to
serve the public and not to gratify
them, and our vindication in the
future we regard as assured.

That policy was adopted, and followed
on a remark made a little earlier by Sir
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Walter James, when he was Premier,
and said—

During the ecomrse of the last year
or two the position has been by no
means free from anxiety. We have
been adding to our loan expenditure.
Works have had to be carried out,
and on more than one occasion we
have had great difficulty in knowing
how monery was to he obtained,

That was while he was in office.  When
he went out of office the position was
that there was a deficiency on loan
acconnt of £142,000, and that the sur-
plus of £83,000 on Consolidated Revenue
which existed a month before he went
out had been reduced in that month
to £12,000 or £13,000. Therefore,
the Consclidated Revenue Fund at
the time T took office amounted to
something near £12,000, and against
that there was a deficiency of £142,000
on the other account. The Government
that preceded the Labour GGovernment
had obhviously heen unable to borrow
on satisfactory terms, otherwise the
deficiency of £142,000 would not have
existed on that account. A Labour
Government had then taken office for
the first time in the history of Western
Australia. [ may in passing say that
the Government were composed entirely
of members comparatively young in the
House, and not one of whom had had any
Ministerial experience. They were faced
with & very diffienlt financinl position,
and they decided not to make promises
of public worka when there was no cer-
tainty of their being able in the im.
mediate future to fulfil those promises.
They decided to see where the money
was to come from before they made
promises. It had been said to them
by their opponents on the public plat-
form and in the public Press that capital
wonld go out of Western Australia instead
of coming in so soon As they took
office. TIf their accession to office
drove capital out, and a3 their prede-
cessors had been unable to draw it in,
necessarily they would have been acting
a very peculiar part if they had promised
to do works which their predecessors
had heen unable to obtain the money
for. As a matter of fact loan works had
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been very materially reduced. How
ever, the Government took office and
proceeded with certain public works,
as many as they could possibly carry
out. They had no lack of faith in this
country and its resources, no lack of
faith i jts inhabitants, but they had
some degree of lack of faith in the money
lender in London. The experience of
their predecessors fully justified them
in the possession of that lack of faith.
It must bs remembered that in regard
to the difficulties of horrowing, at that
time war was being waged between Russia
and Japan, and Doth nations were
borrowing money at a rate far more
profitable to the lender than an Aus-
trolian government was prepared to
offer ; there was consequently a consider-
able drain on the money market of the
world. In spite of this the Government
carried on for a conziderable term. They
stopped certain works regarded as un-
necessary and to which they were op-
posed, while they went on with those
works they thought would be advan-
tageous to the country, so far as the
funds would allow. It has been sug-
gested that no public works were carried
out. This is either an entire mistake
or an entire misrepresentation. The
“ mark-time ”’ policy represented ecau-
tion, represented reason. In finance
there should be neither optimism nor
pessimism. The optimism of a Micawber
cannot turn three and two into six; the
greatest optimism of a Treasurer will
not allow him to spend money he cannot
obtain from the lender nor by taxsation.
Therefore we were justified, and it was
demanded of us, that we shounld state
clearly the position, and not deceive or
humbug the people ; but, at the same
time, the works went on in that year to
a much greater extent than they went
on while the glorious optimism of Sir
Hector Rason was controlling the Trea-
sury bench, and a fact that wants to
be borne in mind is, that although we
were working under the **mark-time”’
policy, we were not marking time as
slowly es Sir Hector Rason, who pre-
tended to be carrying out a great policy
of public works development later on.
I will give figures in that respect, and
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of office is almost coincident with the
financial year 1904-5. T shall give the
general headings under loan expenditure,
and not the details, so that members
may pick out for themselves exactly
what represents public works develop.
ment policy and what represents ad-
ministrative expenditure. In 198045
salaries and incidentals totalled £45,175.
In the following year, under the Rason
Government, they fell to £36,237. Tn
the first term the railway figures were
£337,141, and under the Rason Govern-
ment they fell to £209,491. That may
be termed a development vote. Har-
bours and rivers in 1904-5 totalled
£93,691, and in 1905-6 £32,985; water
supply and sewerage in 1904-5 totalled
£26,334, and in 1905-6 the figures fell
to £21,017. For the development of
mining in 1904-5 the total was £45,376,
and in 1903-6 £35,869. That increase
iz largely represented by transfer from
Consolideted Revenue expenditure to
loan expenditure. There was more
gpent on public-batteries in 1904-5 than
in 1905-6 from OConsolidated Revenue.
On development of agriculture in 1904-5
there was spent £150,302, and in 1905-6
£36,540. This shows the total Loan
expenditure in the ‘ mark-time” year

1904-5 of £a08,019 as against, in 1905-6

when the * mark-time " policy had given
way to a policy of progress and develop-
ment and optimism of £392,198, or
something less than half the amount spent
during the * mark-time ** year. When the
Attorney General delves into a guestion
like this, he only proves the truth of the
saying of the poet that a ‘‘little know-
ledge is a dengerous thing.” Tf the
Attorney Ceneral had never heard that
phrase ** mark time ** or had never heard
the other phrase about the development
policy, he would never have fallen into
theZsad blunder which he made when he
said that the Labour Clovernment went
out and lost the support of the public
an of this House because of the fact that
it refrained and had not the courage to
spend money on development works
in this State. Perhaps it may be urged
that the mere expenditure of Loan votes
is not evidence of development and
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progress, and someone, I thinik
it was the Premier, quoted during this
discussion Savings Bank figures as having
something to do with the indication of
the prosperity of the community. The
average amount to the credit of each
depositor in the Savings Bank in 1904-5
was £37 18s. ; in 1905 it was £36 18s. 8d. ;
in 1906, £36 8s., and at the same time
the number of depositors had fallen. In
fact the average value of the deposits
per head in the Savings Bank did not
again rise to the 1004 level until the
amending Savings Bank Act had been
passed by this House, and that Act of
course gave the Savings Bank a lot of
new business—business of a larger char-
acter than that represented by private

depositors,

Mr. Bath: It drew depositors from
the private banks.

Mr. DAGLISH: That is so; it

drew depositors from the joint stock
banks. That is an indication of the fact
that the mark time policy did not spell
want of prosperity, if we can teke the
figures of the Government Savings Bank
as an indication. I have quoted figures
to show that the ¢ mark.time™ policy
was @& fairly liberal policy of develep-
ment, and I want to say further, if as
another indication of prosperity we
take the figures with regard to immi-
gration and emigration, again during
the period in which those gentlemen who
were associated with me held office,
we find it was a period of greater pros-
perity than that which succeeded it.
Let me quote figures from the Stetistical
Abstract for the years from 1904 onwards.
In 1904, only part of which year I was in
office, the excess of immigration over
emigration was 10,976 ; in 1905 it was
7,617 ; in 1906 the year sueceeding that

* in which we left office it had fallen to

2,251. In 1907 the emigrants exceeded
the immigrants in number by 2.687,
absolutely an excess of departures over
arrivals. In 1908 the excess of arrivals
over departures was 2,105, and in 1909,
1,025. That brings me to the question
of immigration, in which the Attorney
Cieneral stated that the Government, of
which I was a member took up a hostile
position. I desire to trespass upon the
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good nature of the House while I read
a few lines from my remerks upon that
question made in 1904—

There is a very strong impression
that this is one of those matters which
the Lebour Government will not like
to face—that the Labour party is
altogether opposed to immigration.
I want to give that a distinct, straight-
out contradiction. We are not opposed
to immigration at all. We are as
much in favour of immigration as
any other section of the community
can be. We recognise the desirability
of increasing our population by the
encowragement of immigrants of the
proper type. Each individual entering
the State who caen find useful occupation
adds to the wealth of the community,
and bears his share of our common
burden. We shall neglect no oppor-
tunity of introducing such new citizens.
We shall resist any proposal to bring
hither those whose failure in other
countries renders them unlikely to
succeed here, or to lure to this country,
by false promises and pretences, work-
ers who come to follow occupations
in which our own people already
find insufficient avenues of employment.
We want no more men and women
seeking in our town the precariocus
livelihood obtained with difficulty al-
ready by many of those who are here.
Those who have the energy, the
knowledge, the capability and the
courage to face m settler’s life will be
assisted. Our ideal is a population
of men and women, sturdy, indepen-
dent, fearless, and strong, physically,
mentally, and morally. We shall do all
we can to build up such a population
here, and to draw from any land from
which they can be drawn a class of
men and women who shall add to the
numbers of that description in the
State.

I am not here as an apologist for the
Labour party, but 1 am here to state
the opinions which I now hold with
regard to this important question of
immigration. The member for Geraldton
last night, when speaking on the Address-
in-Reply advocated the introduction of
town workers i0 Western Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I hope the Government will never
consent to entertain such & proposal
The trouble in Western Australia, and
even in the old world, is to get people
to go to the country and prevent the
towns from becoming overcrowded. Here
in Western Australia we have over one-
third of our population within the
metropoliten radius, and we have again
a big metropolitan population on the
goldfields to add to that. There is no
fear of our lacking town workers. If we
have a temporary shortage in the supply
they readily drift here from the Eastern
Btates as soon as that shortage is known,
and that shortage is quickly known
indeed. There never yet has been any
difficulty in obtaining town workers,
and it would be nothing short of a
crims if any Government agreed to assist
to thig State any class of workers of
which we already have quite sufficient
for all purposes. I ain dealing as briefly
a3 possible with the attack made on
my colleagues and myself when I was
in office with regard to our want of
courage and with regard to our marking
time, and want of energy and con-
fidence, and I desire to point out that the
Attorney General unfortunately was sick
during the last stage of our immortal
career. During that period, had he

.not been sick, he would have known that

the charge levelled against us was not
of marking time but of showing too much
courage, and that he, his leader, and
his {riends, and those associated with
him in the Ministry actusally complained
that we had too much courage, that we
were absolutely reckless, and that we
had an overweaning confidence in the
future of the State and its resources. I
presume it was because of that fact,
in order to show their want of reck-
lessness inmediately after, that they
reduced the expenditure in developrent
works to an enormous extent. They
attacked us for marking time &t the
outset, and as soon as we got & move
on they got into office and marked
time themselves. Although I sit be-
hind, and intend to sit behind the present
Ministry, I say that in a lot of respects
they are stil marking time. What

‘ean you cell it but marking time when
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you find the Municipal subsidies reduced.
That after all is development expenditure.
The roads and bridges vote has been
reduced—another development vote, al-
though the development work is carried
on by local bodies. We have had
marking time with regard to the public
buildings vote. Let the Attorney Generai
compare the £337.000 spent on public
works from revenue in 1904-5 with the
amount spenf in any year since, and
he will find thet the sum has been
growing smaller and beautifully less.

Mr. Holman : Yes, in many directions.
Rub it in.

Mr. DAGLISH: I am concerned at
present with justifying my attitude
on & former occasion and with saying
that the criticism of the Attorney General
Iast night ‘was uncalled for and was
based on & want of sufficient knowledge of
the true circumstences of the case. And
I add that Ministers have been
marking time in respect to their railway
retrenchment and the public service
—their stoppage of increments and
one or two reductions of expenditure
of 8 similar character. Therefore what

it is they complained of on the
part of my colleagues and inyself
they ultimately regard as the acme

of wisdom. But it may be asked, what
caused the change of policy on the part
of the Ministry of 1904-57 That is,
perhaps, & question which will arise in
the minds of some hon. members, and
1 am anxious to give the answer. After
the Ministry had established confidence
in the London money market on the
part of the investors there, having passed
a Loan Bill they were enabled to obtain
an adequate loan of somewhat similar
size to that obtained by the present
Government a few months ago. They
floated a loan of £1,400,000 at a price
which they were informed was most
deplorably low. They were told they
should not have accepted the money at
such a price, that they had made a very
bad financial deal. Bear in mind the
Japanese-Russian War had just closed,
and the money market was not too good.
We were condemned wholesale for taking
the price we tock, namely £96 10s. at
34 per cent.; yet in the Premier’s
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speech the other night he teok credit to
the present Government for the fact that
very recently, after all the advertisement
the State got in England from his visit—
and I agree that the State got a very
good advertisement from the visit—
he had been able to fleat o Inan st a price
of £96 10s. at 3% per cent. And the
Labour Government as 1 have shown,
despite the disacdvantage of heing a
Labour Government—which was urged
with soine force against them—suceeeded
in 1905 in obtaining £1,400,000 at £96
10s. at 3% per cent. Then, going back
to this question of immigration, 1 desire
to point out that the Attorney General
objected to the fact that sometimes
it wes alleged that the present Govern-
ment had adopted the policy of those
who preceded them. I want to say it
is because they have done so T am here
to support them. And in regard to
that very immigration policy, while
previous Governments had talked im-
migration, the Government of 1904-5
were the first to provide any funds for
the purpose. They provided those funds
at the Agent General's office in London.
Immediately Sir Walter James took
the position of Agent Ceneral, or at
least wvery scon afterwards, he was
provided with a certain vote for the
purpose of carrying on the work of
immigration from that end. And Mr.
Lefroy, the previons Agent General,
when he came back to the State com-
plained bitterly of the fact that, during
the term he held the office of Agent Gen-
eral, he could never obtein the funds
necessary to encourage an immigration
policy or carry out the work successiully
in England. The very agreement with
the Orient Company by which our
immigrants are brought here to-day
is the agreement entered into during
my term of officc as Treasurer. These
are facts which, I think, speak louder
than any mere expressions of opinion.
These are facts which are on record
in the different departmental offices,
and T am therefore swrprised at the
charge at this time being raised against
us that we did nothing in regard to
immigration. Weset forward and started
the policy that the present Government,
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to the best of their ability, are endeavour-
ing to carry out; and that policy had
actually been initinted before we left
office, .

»Mr. Bath: The Attorney General got
& reckless gallop on his tongue.

Mr. DAGLISH : A reference was made
by the Attorney General on this
guestion, to our action in appointing a
Royal Commission to inquire into the
subjects of agricultwe and immigra-
tion. That Royal Commission did
splendid work, and was worth a good
many times the amount it cost the
country.  Their report, if wused in
England or in the Eastern States
—if excerpts were made from the evi-
denceYgiven by a large number of wit-
nesses before that body it wounld serve
to help a very great deal the propa-
ganda work leing conducted in the
old country and in the Eastern States.
I know of very few Royal Commissions
that have done better work than was
done by that body. Tt submitted also
& good programme of agricultural rail-
ways. Coming to that guestion T want
to say that the Government of 1004-5
insugurated the agricultural railway
policy of the Moore Government. One
of the grounds of attack made upon the
Government of 1905 was that very pro-
position to build agricultural railways.
Particularly was this the attitude of
Sir Hector Rason in moving the no-
confidence motion. I am not going to
give you the words of his speech but 1
will give you part of his introduection,
He said—

In the recent policy speech which I

ma.y, without impertinence, class as a

‘‘reckless gallop ™ speech . . . we
find reference to the Pilbara Ra1]wa.y,
the Coolgardie-Norseman Railway, an
extension of the Jandakot Railway
to junction with the South-Western

Railway, the completion of the Collie-

Narrogin Railway as far as the Wil

liams, and an extension from the

Williams to the Darkan area ; light

railways—three or four or hall-a-

dozen, it does not matter very much—
light railways in agricultural distrirts.
Then there were the Mount Magnet-
Lawlers Railway, the Fremantle dock,

[ASSEMBLY.]

the sewerage of Perth and Fremantle,
immigration, State batteries, Bunbury
Harbour Works—-I should like to know
which one of these public works the
present Governiment have not adopted ?

Mr. Gordun: Which of the railways
was to have been huilt by private enter-
prise !

Mr. DAGLISH: Tenders had been
called for the construction by private
enterprise of the Pilbara Railway. That
is no secret ; every hon member knows
it. Where has the hon. member been
sleeping for the last few years ? 1 wish
to say that every one of these railwaysz
has either been completed or been com-
menced, Hvery one of them has since
been adopted by our successors. So
far from alleging we had no public works
policy they complained that it was too
extravagant a policy, and that it was
absolutely impossible that all these
railways should be constructed. It was
said thay would cost 3} million pounds, that
it was impossible to make them—it was
a reckless gallop, & mad gallop. Al
yet, within the short space of fiye years,
a number of them have been completed,
and even a fair number of new railway
lines commenced or projected. Where,
then, is the eomplaint about the * mark-
time *’ poliey * The 1904-5 Government
was the only Government in the history
of this State who have taken office when
there was a deficit on the loan account.
Every other Government have had funds
left to them by their predecessors. And,
whilst I told you a little while ago that
we took office with a deficit of £142,000
on loan account, I want to tell you that
we left it with a surplus of somewhere
about £900,000™or our successors.

Mr. Bath : £960,000.

Mr. DAGLISH : And it  was berawse
they had that splendid fund of £960,000
that they were able to spend between
three and four hundred thousend poundsin
the whole twelve months on public works
of developmental character. If we had
left them a deficit T do not know what
they would have done, seeing that with
that glorious surplus they spent so much
less than we did in a similar period. But,
departing from this public works guestion,
even in regard to legislation the bulk of
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the measures initiated at that time by
my colleagues and wmyseli have since
been adopted by the present Ministry.
Tley even took up our poor little total-
isator tax. When we were in office we
were condemned abmost as criminals
because we proposed to impose extra
taxation. We were told there wounld not
have been a deficit but for our incom.
petent administration ; yet our seats on
the Ministerial benches were hardly cold
before & land tax had been proposed and,
in {fact, introduced. So while, appar-
ently, it was incompetence that brought
about our deficit, the very highest ad-
ministrative ability only led to that
deficit being increased over & certain
terrn of years. It seems, therefore,
that incompetence and efficiency both
Jead to the seme end ; and under these
circumstances, it must indeed be diffi-
cult for the country to know whether
they prefer to be ruled by incompetency
or efficiency. Following on that a Con-
solidated Land Bill—and this should
interest the Minister for Lands—was a
mesasure we projected. A Local Option
Bill was introduced by us, and would
have been re-introduced had we re-
mained in office. Five years later that
Local Option Bill is in exactly the same
stage 88 it was when we left office.

Mr. Bath: And there is the Savings
Bank Bill.

Mr. DAGLISH : T have them all on
the list. The Health Bill is in the same
position as it was when we left office.
The Municipalities Bill we projected,
as the Governor’s Speech. will show, and
we would have carried it had we had
time. The same may be said of the
Fire Brigades Bill; and, of course, I
need hardly add, it would have been a
Fire Brigades Bill causing much less
outery than the present one. The Agri-
cultural Bank Bill was another, and the
Savings Bank Bill, which has since
becomme an Aect, was likewise one of our
measures. 1t will be found, therefore,
that there is something in the remarks
of the Attorney General, who ssid it had
heen claimed that we laid down a poliey
for him and his associates to carry out.
I want to say that if the Attorney General
meant that as a joke it was one of those
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instances where absolute truth was
spoken in jest. The policy was laid
down by us. The agricultural railways
policy was laid down; and the un-
fortunate thing was that those who had
—I do not like to use a flattering term—
the capacity to propose it had not the
opportunity to carry it out. I would rather
the Attorney General and his colleagues
had done as I proposed with my col-
leagues to do. We proposed at the
outset to appoint an advisory board.
By the way, I think I have heard some-
thing of that advisory board recently.
We brought down a Bill in order to en-
able us to get legislative sanction for
that advisory board and to give it
statutory existence, but we had no oppor-
tunity of carrying that Bill through,
However, just as the present Govern-
ment have copied us, we appointed an
expert board of inquiry into the Norse-
man railway, and immediately their
report was completed we laid it on the
Table of the House. I hope the Govern.
ment will follow that idea. But before
we set out on the work of constracting
railways, our propossljwas to have a
scheme and a systemn of agricultural
railways drawn up. I was one of our
objects in appointing the Immigration
Commission, to have a definite scheme
of agricultural reilways. We appointed
a Commission first of all to get dats,
and then we proposed to appoint the
advisory board for the purpose of draw-
ing up & complete scheme in order that
the surveys might then be made so
that before people were asked to settle
they might be supplied with the know-
ledge that a railway would go there
within the next two years, and that they
might go there knowing exactly the route
a railway would take, knowing its exact
destination, and the exact route taken
in order to reach it, so that & man in
taking up land would not take a leap in
the dark, and one that might mean a
heavy financial loss to him. I contend
that, while it is fairly late now to deal
with the matter, it is better to do it late
than never, and it would be wise now
for the Government in regard to their
policy in respect to future agricultural
railways to see that the complete scheme
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is brought becfore Parliament and that
surveys arc made so that settlers before
they settle 40 or 50 miles from & railway
may know exactly how far they will be
from a railway when constructed.

Mr. Gordon :
land specnlator !

Mr. DAGLISH: There will be no
chance for the land speculator, there
will be no chance of getting inside
information early. I want to see a
board constituted as the present one is,
a hoard of officers in preference to
members of Parliament, a board that
knows sand from scil, and knows the
carrying capacity of the country. 1
want to make the responsible officers
responsible to Parliament in this particn-
lar connection, instead of heing solely
responsible to Ministers ; and I believe
we will get better results by making
these officers directly responsible to us
than by making them responsible to a
Parliamentary committee, which after-
wards shall be responsible to Parliament.
Because, after all, if we sppointed e
Parliamentary body, that Parliamentary
body wmust rely on the expert knowledge
of the officers of the department. Why
not let Parliament get the expert know-
ledge direct instead of having it filtered
through any body, whether it be a
Cabinet or a committee? So I would advo-
cate that this board, & board similar
to that already appointed, should be
instructed to draw up a complete scheme
of agricultural railways, so that the
report may be laid on the table for
Parliament to discuss and agree upon
before any surveys are made.

The Minister for Lands:
is making that inquiry.

Mr. DAGLISH : I am glad to hear it,
ond I hope Parliament will discuss that
matter as a whole inatead of piecemeal.
I do not like piecemeal discussions
on those railways which must form
part of a complete scheme, because 1 do
not think Parliament can exercise proper
judgment on any railway without having
the complete scheme hefore it.

Mr. Bath: There is one item you have
omitted, that is in regard to land settle-
ment. A

What a chance for the

The board
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Mr. DAGLISH: T was not going
to take any particular regard to that.
although land settlement was vigorously
pushed ahead in our term and we showed
figures far ahead of those who preceded
us.

Mr. Gordon : You have put up a good
defence.

Mr. DAGLISH: I am not putting
up a defence, I am putting up & justi-
fication. There is no need for defence,
for there is no indictment yet. I desire,
however, to say that I speak not in
defence of those gentlemen as members
of the Labour party—I am not prepared
to answer for the Labour platorm now—
but T ama prepared to answer for the
deeds my colleagues and T did con-
jointly, and I object very strongly to
this ancient history being unfairly or
insccurately quoted. 1 would not have
had a word to say had the references
last night been accurate, but I think I
have said enough to convince even the
most biassed that the references of the
Attorney General last night were not
only uncalled for but were absolutely
incorrect. 1 do not propose to deal
with the whole of His Excellency's
Speech. I desire, however, to express
my satisfaction at the good work done
by the Premier in England. I do not
think that there can he any doubt
that the advertisement he has given
the State must result in advantage to us
as & community. The only other subject
I want briefly to mention hefore T sit
down is one of local interest to my
constituents and to the constituents
of certain other metropolitan members.
I want to urge upon the Government
the desirability of considering if there
is not some way by which they can
interfere in order to put a stop to the
present tramway strike. The publie
are considerably inconvenienced ; they
are suffering grave inconvenience. T do
not intend to discuss the merits of the
dispute.

Mr. Holman :
strike ?

Mr. DAGLISH : The hon. member can
apply any word he likes, but I desire
to draw attention to the fact that it
gseems entirely ridicalous that the whole

Then do you call it a
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metropolitan community should be in-
convenienced as it i3 by the hanging up
of the tramway system. I can under
stand there are perhaps difficulties in
the way of settlement, but these dJdiffi-
culties ought not to be so great as to have
kept this dispute going for so long.
Y do not know the merits as to the original
dispute, except by hearsay and from
what I have seen in the papers. T know
that men working on the trams have
told me that they have to work a certain
number of hours on the trams and to
spend a large number of hours each
day going to and from the car barn to
report. themselves even when they are
not needed. I have been told that it
is necessary for men to be engaged 12
or 14 hours in one way and another
to put in eight hours’ work at Is. an
hour under the latest offer, [ believe, of the
tramway company. It appears to me
the tramway company is showing just
as much consideration to the men as
it has shown to the public, and the
public have never had the slightest
consideration from the company, becanse
cars very often carry to Subiaco about
three times as many people as they can
properly accommodate. Men, women,
and children are forced to hang on almost
by their eyebrows. They are not supplied
with seats. The greatest possible in-
convenience is cauged by lack of rolling
stock. The tramwav company has en-
tirely failed to fulfil its agreement with
the different municipal bodies. I do not
intend to go into the merits of the
dispute, but I have a suspicion that a
company that will treat its patrons
and customers with such little con-
sideration is not likely to have shown
much consideration for its employees,
In any case, whether the employees or the
company be to blame for the existing
deadlock, the public el! the time suffer,
and I would like the Ministry to find
some way out of the difficuity.

Mr. Johnson: The men offered to
leave it abscluiely to the Premier to
settle the difference, and the company
refused.

Mr. DAGLISH: I do not know of
any legal method—1T do not think there is
any—of compelling the company to run
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trams in view of the application already
made to the Court; but I think it is a
grave wrong to the public that they
shouid suffer this long-continued in-
convenience through stiffneckedness on
the part of this tramway company.
I hope that the present session of Par-
liament will be peaceful and & bappy
one for members on both sides of the
House, and that good feeling will prevail
right throngh the session despite the
differences of political opinion that may
separate the rival parties.

On motion by Mr. Holman, debate
adjourned.

House cdjourned at 1013 p.m.
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